
 

Twin Falls Building Safety Department 
Advisory Committee 

Agenda 
 

Wednesday, July 23, 2025, 12:00 PM 
 

Council Chambers 
203 Main Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 

 

 

Members: Scott Standley, Chair; James Wallace, Vice Chair; Blake Beyer, Colby Ricks, Jay Reis, 
Taylor Marecle, Sean Knutz, Scott McClure, Dan Brizee 
 
1) Confirmation of Quorum/Call Meeting to Order  
  
2) Items for Discussion  
  
  a) INFORMATIONAL:  Senate Bill 1143 regarding the Idaho Building Code pertaining to 

performing timely reviews. 
    By: Matthew Long, building official 
  
  b) INFORMATIONAL:  House Bill #104 Agricultural Exemption 
    By: Matthew Long, building official 
  
  c) INFORMATIONAL:  House Bill #266 Inspections, Timeliness, Refunds 
    By: Matthew Long, building official 
  
  d) INFORMATIONAL:  IDAPA Electrical Board Rules 
    By: Matthew Long, building official 
  
  e) INFORMATIONAL:  ICC Building Valuation Data Debrief 
    By: Matthew Long, building official 
  
3) Upcoming Meeting(s)  
  
4) Adjournment  
  

 
Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above-noticed meeting could contact Josh Palmer (208) 
735-7312 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en Español, por favor llame a Josh Palmer 
al teléfono (208) 735-7312. 



LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-eighth Legislature First Regular Session - 2025

IN THE SENATE

SENATE BILL NO. 1143

BY STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

AN ACT1
RELATING TO THE IDAHO BUILDING CODE ACT; AMENDING CHAPTER 41, TITLE 39, IDAHO2

CODE, BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 39-4117, IDAHO CODE, TO REQUIRE3
THE PUBLISHING OF BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS, TIMELY REVIEW, AND A4
PUBLIC HEARING PROCESS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND PROVIDING AN5
EFFECTIVE DATE.6

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:7

SECTION 1. That Chapter 41, Title 39, Idaho Code, be, and the same is8
hereby amended by the addition thereto of a NEW SECTION, to be known and des-9
ignated as Section 39-4117, Idaho Code, and to read as follows:10

39-4117. PUBLISHING OF BUILDING PERMIT REQUIREMENTS -- TIMELY REVIEW11
-- PUBLIC HEARINGS. (1) A local government that requires building permits12
shall publish a document that describes in detail the requirements of its13
building permit process. The local government shall make the document14
available to the public on its website and in physical form upon request.15

(2) An applicant for a building permit shall make a good faith effort16
to ensure that an application for a building permit is complete and contains17
all of the necessary documentation required by a local government pursuant18
to the document required in subsection (1) of this section. In the event that19
an applicant submits an incomplete application, the local government shall,20
within ten (10) business days, inform the applicant of any missing informa-21
tion needed to complete the application.22

(3) Upon receipt of a complete application for a building permit, a lo-23
cal government shall have ten (10) business days to review the application to24
verify that the requirements of subsection (2) of this section have been met,25
as well as to verify that all necessary legal descriptions are correct. No26
later than the conclusion of the ten (10) business day review period, the lo-27
cal government shall publish a notice of determination on the completeness28
of the application.29

(4) An applicant and a local government may agree in writing to a later30
review deadline than required pursuant to this section. Prior to any such31
agreement, a local government shall provide written notice to an applicant32
explaining why it is unable to meet the ten (10) business day review deadline33
pursuant to subsection (3) of this section.34

(5) Once the local government has determined the application to be35
complete, and the requirements of subsections (2) and (3) of this section36
have been met, the local government's relevant final reviewing department or37
agency that will give final approval or denial of the application, such as38
the local government's building permit board, shall schedule a public hear-39
ing within forty-five (45) business days from when the application is deemed40
complete, when necessary.41
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SECTION 2. An emergency existing therefor, which emergency is hereby1
declared to exist, this act shall be in full force and effect on and after2
July 1, 2025.3



LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-eighth Legislature First Regular Session - 2025

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HOUSE BILL NO. 104

BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT COMMITTEE

AN ACT1
RELATING TO BUILDING CODES; AMENDING SECTION 39-4116, IDAHO CODE, TO DEFINE2

A TERM; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.3

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:4

SECTION 1. That Section 39-4116, Idaho Code, be, and the same is hereby5
amended to read as follows:6

39-4116. LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADOPTION AND ENFORCEMENT OF BUILDING7
CODES. (1) Local governments enforcing building codes shall do so only in8
compliance with the provisions of this section. Local governments that have9
not previously instituted and implemented a code enforcement program prior10
to the effective date of this act may elect to implement a building code11
enforcement program by passing an ordinance evidencing the intent to do so.12
Local governments may contract with a public or private entity to administer13
their building code enforcement program.14

(2) Local governments that issue building permits and perform build-15
ing code enforcement activities shall, by ordinance effective January 1 of16
the year following the adoption by the Idaho building code board, adopt the17
following codes as published by the International Code Council together with18
any amendments or revisions set forth in section 39-4109, Idaho Code, in-19
cluding subsequent versions of the International Building Code as adopted20
and amended by the Idaho building code board through the negotiated rulemak-21
ing process provided in this chapter:22

(a) International Building Code, including all rules promulgated by23
the board to provide equivalency with the provisions of the Americans24
with disabilities act accessibility guidelines and the federal fair25
housing act accessibility guidelines;26
(b) Idaho residential code, parts I-III and IX; and27
(c) 2018 Idaho energy conservation code, pursuant to chapter 97, title28
39, Idaho Code.29

Local governments are not required by this chapter to adopt the other refer-30
enced codes in the International Building Code. Local jurisdictions shall31
not adopt provisions, chapters, sections or parts of subsequent versions32
of the International Residential Code or residential provisions of the33
International Energy Conservation Code, or subsequent versions in their34
entirety, that have not been adopted by the Idaho building code board except35
as provided in subsection (4) of this section.36

(3) All single family homes and multiple family dwellings up to two37
(2) units are hereby exempted from the provisions of the International Fire38
Code, the International Building Code and the Idaho residential code that39
require such dwellings to have automatic fire sprinkler systems installed.40
Nothing in this section shall prevent any person from voluntarily installing41
an automatic fire sprinkler system in any residential dwelling.42
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(4) Except as provided in this subsection, local governments may amend1
by ordinance the adopted codes or provisions of referenced codes to reflect2
local concerns, provided such amendments establish at least an equivalent3
level of protection to that of the adopted building code. A local jurisdic-4
tion shall not have the authority to amend any accessibility provision pur-5
suant to section 39-4109, Idaho Code, except as provided in this subsection.6

(a) A local jurisdiction shall not have the authority to amend any ac-7
cessibility provision pursuant to section 39-4109, Idaho Code.8
(b) A local jurisdiction shall not adopt any provision, chapter, sec-9
tion or part of the International Residential Code or residential pro-10
visions of the International Energy Conservation Code, or subsequent11
versions in their entirety, that have not been adopted or that have been12
expressly rejected or exempted from the adopted version of those codes13
by the Idaho building code board through the negotiated rulemaking14
process as provided in section 39-4109, Idaho Code.15
(c) Local jurisdictions may amend by ordinance the following provi-16
sions of the Idaho residential code to reflect local concerns:17

(i) Part I, Administrative;18
(ii) Part II, Definitions;19
(iii) Part III, Building Planning and Construction, Section R 301,20
Design Criteria; and21
(iv) Part IX, Appendices.22

(d) Local jurisdictions may amend the remainder of Part III of the23
Idaho residential code if they find that good cause for building or life24
safety exists for such an amendment to such codes and that such amend-25
ment is reasonably necessary. Amendments shall be adopted by ordinance26
in accordance with the provisions of chapter 9, title 50, Idaho Code, or27
chapter 7, title 31, Idaho Code, and provided further that such local28
jurisdiction shall conduct a public hearing and, provided further, that29
notice of the time and place of the public hearing shall be published30
in the official newspaper or paper of general circulation within the31
jurisdiction and written notice of each of such public hearing and the32
proposed language shall be given by the local jurisdiction to the lo-33
cal chapters of the entities identified in section 39-4109(5), Idaho34
Code, not less than thirty (30) days prior to such hearing. In the event35
that there are no local chapters of such entities identified in sec-36
tion 39-4109(5), Idaho Code, within the local jurisdiction holding the37
hearings, the notice shall be provided to the state associations of the38
respective entities.39
(5) Local governments shall exempt agricultural buildings from the re-40

quirements of the codes enumerated in this chapter and the rules promulgated41
by the board. A county may issue permits for farm agricultural buildings to42
assure compliance with road setbacks and utility easements, provided that43
the cost for such permits shall not exceed the actual cost to the county of44
issuing the permits.45

(a) For the purposes of this subsection, "agricultural buildings"46
means:47

(i) Livestock shelters or buildings, including shade structures48
and milking barns;49
(ii) Poultry buildings or shelters;50
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(iii) Barns;1
(iv) Storage and maintenance structures for equipment and machin-2
ery used exclusively in agricultural operations;3
(v) Horticultural structures, including detached production4
greenhouses and crop protection shelters;5
(vi) Sheds used as part of an agricultural operation;6
(vii) Grain silos;7
(viii) Stables; and8
(ix) Any other structure designed, constructed, and intended to9
house, accommodate, or store farm implements, hay, grain, poul-10
try, livestock, or other horticultural products.11

(b) For the purposes of this subsection, "agricultural buildings" does12
not include:13

(i) A place of human habitation, which means a space in a build-14
ing for living, sleeping, or cooking. Structures with bathrooms,15
shower rooms, break rooms, locker rooms, storage or utility space,16
or other similar areas are not considered places of human habita-17
tion;18
(ii) A place of employment where agricultural products are pro-19
cessed, treated, or packaged; or20
(iii) A place used by the public.21

(c) Counties shall not alter, amend, deny, limit, or narrow the exemp-22
tion provided pursuant to this subsection by, including but not limited23
to, requiring size limitations of agricultural buildings, requiring24
maximum travel distances to exits within agricultural buildings, or25
requiring installation of automatic sprinkler systems in agricultural26
buildings.27
(6) Permits shall be governed by the laws in effect at the time the per-28

mit application is received.29
(7) The division shall retain jurisdiction for in-plant inspections30

and installation standards for manufactured or mobile homes and for in-plant31
inspections and enforcement of construction standards for modular buildings32
and commercial coaches.33

SECTION 2. An emergency existing therefor, which emergency is hereby34
declared to exist, this act shall be in full force and effect on and after35
July 1, 2025.36



LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF IDAHO
Sixty-eighth Legislature First Regular Session - 2025

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HOUSE BILL NO. 266

BY WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

AN ACT1
RELATING TO THE IDAHO BUILDING CODE ACT; AMENDING CHAPTER 41, TITLE 39, IDAHO2

CODE, BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 39-4117, IDAHO CODE, TO PROVIDE3
FOR LIVE VIRTUAL RE-INSPECTIONS; AMENDING CHAPTER 41, TITLE 39, IDAHO4
CODE, BY THE ADDITION OF A NEW SECTION 39-4118, IDAHO CODE, TO PROVIDE5
FOR CERTAIN INSPECTION REQUIREMENTS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AND6
PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.7

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Idaho:8

SECTION 1. That Chapter 41, Title 39, Idaho Code, be, and the same is9
hereby amended by the addition thereto of a NEW SECTION, to be known and des-10
ignated as Section 39-4117, Idaho Code, and to read as follows:11

39-4117. LIVE VIRTUAL RE-INSPECTIONS. (1) Except as otherwise pro-12
vided for in this section, the division and local governments shall be13
authorized to perform live virtual re-inspections at their discretion.14

(2) When conducting a live virtual re-inspection pursuant to this15
section, the division or a local government shall, with respect to each16
re-inspection, verify the address or physical location of such re-inspec-17
tion. Such verification may be made by showing the physical address or other18
identifying features of the location where the live virtual re-inspection is19
taking place.20

(3) Neither the division nor local governments shall use live virtual21
re-inspections for structural inspections on buildings that are three (3)22
stories or greater.23

(4) For purposes of this section:24
(a) "Live virtual inspection" means a form of visual inspection that25
uses real time visual or electronic aids to allow an inspector who is en-26
forcing a building code to perform an inspection without having to be27
physically present at the job site during the inspection.28
(b) "Live virtual re-inspection" means a live virtual inspection per-29
formed following a previous inspection by an inspector who was physi-30
cally present at the location subject to such re-inspection.31

SECTION 2. That Chapter 41, Title 39, Idaho Code, be, and the same is32
hereby amended by the addition thereto of a NEW SECTION, to be known and des-33
ignated as Section 39-4118, Idaho Code, and to read as follows:34

39-4118. INSPECTIONS -- TIMELINESS -- REFUNDS. (1) If an inspection35
requested by a permit holder is not performed within fifteen (15) business36
days, such permit holder shall be authorized to hire a third-party inspec-37
tor to perform such inspection. The permit holder shall notify the division38
or local government prior to exercising the authority to hire a third-party39
inspector. The permit holder shall provide a copy of the results of the com-40
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pleted inspection to the division or local government. A permit holder who1
obtains a third-party inspection under this section shall be refunded any2
fee, or portion thereof, that the permit holder paid to the division or local3
government for such inspection.4

(2) The division or a local government shall refund ten percent (10%) of5
the fees, or the portion thereof, paid by a permit holder for an inspection if6
an inspector or building code administrator:7

(a) Conducts an inspection on the work relating to the permit;8
(b) Determines that the work has failed an inspection; and9
(c) Fails to, within three (3) days, provide the permit holder or his10
agent with a reason for the failure of such inspection pursuant to the11
provisions of this chapter.12
(3) A third-party inspector under this section shall meet the qualifi-13

cations prescribed by section 39-4108, Idaho Code, and shall conduct the in-14
spection in substantial accord with the applicable jurisdiction's standards15
provided by law, rule, or ordinance.16

SECTION 3. An emergency existing therefor, which emergency is hereby17
declared to exist, this act shall be in full force and effect on and after18
July 1, 2025.19



























 
 

Building Valuation Data – FEBRUARY 2025 
 

The International Code Council is pleased to provide the 
following Building Valuation Data (BVD) for its members. The 
BVD will be updated at six-month intervals, with the next update 
in August 2025. ICC strongly recommends that all jurisdictions 
and other interested parties actively evaluate and assess the 
impact of this BVD table before utilizing it in their current code 
enforcement related activities. 
 
The BVD table provides the “average” construction costs per 
square foot, which can be used in determining permit fees for a 
jurisdiction. Permit fee schedules are addressed in Section 
109.2 of the 2024 International Building Code (IBC) whereas 
Section 109.3 addresses building permit valuations. The permit 
fees can be established by using the BVD table and a Permit 
Fee Multiplier, which is based on the total construction value 
within the jurisdiction for the past year. The Square Foot 
Construction Cost table presents factors that reflect relative 
value of one construction classification/occupancy group to 
another so that more expensive construction is assessed 
greater permit fees than less expensive construction. 
 
ICC has developed this data to aid jurisdictions in determining 
permit fees. It is important to note that while this BVD table does 
determine an estimated value of a building (i.e., Gross Area x 
Square Foot Construction Cost), this data is only intended to 
assist jurisdictions in determining their permit fees. This data 
table is not intended to be used as an estimating guide because 
the data only reflects average costs and is not representative of 
specific construction. 
 
This degree of precision is sufficient for the intended purpose, 
which is to help establish permit fees so as to fund code 
compliance activities. This BVD table provides jurisdictions with 
a simplified way to determine the estimated value of a building 
that does not rely on the permit applicant to determine the cost 
of construction. Therefore, the bidding process for a particular 
job and other associated factors do not affect the value of a 
building for determining the permit fee. Whether a specific 
project is bid at a cost above or below the computed value of 
construction does not affect the permit fee because the cost of 
related code enforcement activities is not directly affected by the 
bid process and results. 
 
Building Valuation 
 
The following building valuation data represents average 
valuations for most buildings. In conjunction with IBC Section 
109.3, this data is offered as an aid for the building official to 
determine if the permit valuation is underestimated. Again it 
should be noted that, when using this data, these are “average” 
costs based on typical construction methods for each 
occupancy group and type of construction. The average costs 

include foundation work, structural and nonstructural building 
components, electrical, plumbing, mechanical and interior finish 
material. The data is a national average and does not take into 
account any regional cost differences. As such, the use of 
Regional Cost Modifiers is subject to the authority having 
jurisdiction. 
 
Permit Fee Multiplier 
 
Determine the Permit Fee Multiplier: 

1. Based on historical records, determine the total annual 
construction value which has occurred within the 
jurisdiction for the past year. 

2. Determine the percentage (%) of the building 
department budget expected to be provided by building 
permit revenue. 

3.  
 
 
 
 
Example 
 
The building department operates on a $300,000 budget, and it 
expects to cover 75 percent of that from building permit fees. 
The total annual construction value which occurred within the 
jurisdiction in the previous year is $30,000,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
Permit Fee 
 
The permit fee is determined using the building gross area, the 
Square Foot Construction Cost and the Permit Fee Multiplier. 
 
Permit Fee = Gross Area x Square Foot Construction Cost 
  X Permit Fee Multiplier 
 
Example 
 
Type of Construction: IIB 
Area:     1st story   = 8,000 sq. ft. 

2nd story = 8,000 sq. ft. 
Height: 2 stories 
Permit Fee Multiplier = 0.0075 
Use Group: B 

1. Gross area: 
Business = 2 stories x 8,000 sq. ft. = 16,000 sq. ft. 

2. Square Foot Construction Cost: 
B/IIB = $265.76/sq. ft. 

3. Permit Fee: 
Business = 16,000 sq. ft. x $265.76/sq. ft x 0.0075 
= $31,891.20 

Bldg. Dept. Budget x (%) 
 

Total Annual Construction Value 
Permit Fee Multiplier = 

$300,000 x 75% 
 

$30,000,000 
Permit Fee Multiplier = = 0.0075 



 
Important Points 
 

• The BVD is not intended to apply to alterations or 
repairs to existing buildings. Because the scope of 
alterations or repairs to an existing building varies so 
greatly, the Square Foot Construction Costs table does 
not reflect accurate values for that purpose. However, 
the Square Foot Construction Costs table can be used 
to determine the cost of an addition that is basically a 
stand-alone building which happens to be attached to 
an existing building. In the case of such additions, the 
only alterations to the existing building would involve the 
attachment of the addition to the existing building and 
the openings between the addition and the existing 
building. 

 
• For purposes of establishing the Permit Fee Multiplier, 

the estimated total annual construction value for a given 
time period (1 year) is the sum of each building’s value 
(Gross Area x Square Foot Construction Cost) for that 
time period (e.g., 1 year). 
 

• The Square Foot Construction Cost does not include 
the price of the land on which the building is built. The 
Square Foot Construction Cost takes into account 
everything from foundation work to the roof structure 
and coverings but does not include the price of the land. 
The cost of the land does not affect the cost of related 
code enforcement activities and is not included in the 
Square Foot Construction Cost. 

 
Square Foot Construction Costs a, b, c 

 
Group (2024 International Building Code) IA IB IIA IIB IIIA IIIB IV VA VB 

A-1 Assembly, theaters, with stage 337.41 325.40 315.80 303.35 283.46 275.24 292.98 264.14 254.04 
A-1 Assembly, theaters, without stage 309.77 297.76 288.16 275.71 256.07 247.85 265.35 236.75 226.65 
A-2 Assembly, nightclubs 269.42 261.52 253.31 243.65 228.21 222.01 235.29 207.53 199.66 
A-2 Assembly, restaurants, bars, banquet halls 268.42 260.52 251.31 242.65 226.21 221.01 234.29 205.53 198.66 
A-3 Assembly, churches 314.40 302.40 292.80 280.35 260.82 252.61 269.98 241.51 231.40 
A-3 Assembly, general, community halls, libraries, 
museums 

264.03 252.03 241.42 229.98 209.33 202.12 219.61 190.01 180.91 

A-4 Assembly, arenas 308.77 296.76 286.16 274.71 254.07 246.85 264.35 234.75 225.65 
B Business 298.43 287.83 277.50 265.76 242.70 234.06 255.55 216.90 206.96 
E Educational 282.06 272.26 263.65 252.74 235.87 223.82 244.04 206.65 200.02 
F-1 Factory and industrial, moderate hazard 164.17 156.25 146.41 140.89 125.45 119.36 134.33 104.02 96.87 
F-2 Factory and industrial, low hazard 163.17 155.25 146.41 139.89 125.45 118.36 133.33 104.02 95.87 
H-1 High Hazard, explosives 153.17 145.25 136.41 129.89 115.76 108.67 123.33 94.33 N.P. 
H234 High Hazard 153.17 145.25 136.41 129.89 115.76 108.67 123.33 94.33 86.17 
H-5 HPM 298.43 287.83 277.50 265.76 242.70 234.06 255.55 216.90 206.96 
I-1 Institutional, supervised environment 274.98 265.13 255.66 246.00 225.17 219.12 245.49 202.80 195.56 
I-2 Institutional, hospitals 469.18 458.58 448.25 436.51 411.45 N.P. 426.30 385.65 N.P. 
I-2 Institutional, nursing homes 323.68 313.08 302.75 291.01 269.45 N.P. 280.80 243.65 N.P. 
I-3 Institutional, restrained 314.93 304.33 294.00 282.26 261.70 252.06 272.05 255.55 223.96 
I-4 Institutional, day care facilities 274.98 265.13 255.66 246.00 225.17 219.12 245.49 202.80 195.56 
M Mercantile 201.08 193.18 183.97 175.31 159.52 154.32 166.95 138.84 131.97 
R-1 Residential, hotels 278.14 268.29 258.82 249.16 227.83 221.78 248.64 205.46 198.22 
R-2 Residential, multiple family 232.26 222.41 212.94 203.28 183.19 177.15 202.77 160.82 153.58 
R-3 Residential, one- and two-family d 215.90 210.16 205.11 200.73 194.02 187.11 204.78 180.41 169.09 
R-4 Residential, care/assisted living facilities 274.98 265.13 255.66 246.00 225.17 219.12 245.49 202.80 195.56 
S-1 Storage, moderate hazard 152.17 144.25 134.41 128.89 113.76 107.67 122.33 92.33 85.17 
S-2 Storage, low hazard 151.17 143.25 134.41 127.89 113.76 106.67 121.33 92.33 84.17 
U Utility, miscellaneous 117.65 110.72 103.00 98.58 87.79 82.02 93.83 69.49 66.20 

 
 

a. Private Garages use Utility, miscellaneous 
b. For shell only buildings deduct 20 percent 
c. N.P. = not permitted 
d. Unfinished basements (Group R-3) = $31.50 per sq. ft. 
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