
 

Public Art Commission 
Agenda 

 
Thursday, July 16, 2026, 12:00 PM 

 
City Hall Overflow Room, CH-116 

203 Main Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 
 

**Special Meeting** 
 

 

Members: Melissa Crane, Chairperson;  Janeale Dean, Vice-Chairperson; Amy Westover; Drew 
Nash; Laura Stewart; Tim Hafer, Catherine Walworth 
 
 
1) Mission Statement 

The mission of a public art program is to support a thriving arts community through the activation 
of public spaces. Expanding the opportunities for Twin Falls residents to experience various genres 
of art in public places will create a more visually pleasing and culturally rich environment while 
expanding the public's knowledge of arts and culture. 

  
2) Call Meeting to Order/Confirmation of Quorum  
  
3) Consent Calendar  
  
  a) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve the revised minutes from the following meetings: April 7, 

2026. 
    By:  
  
  b) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve the minutes for the following meeting: June 2, 2026. 
    By:  
  
4) Items of Consideration  
  
  a) ACTION ITEM:  Consider options for August Commission Meeting 
    By: Wendy Davis 
  
  b) ACTION ITEM:  Report on City Council presentation and request to amend resolution for 

funding 
    By: Wendy Davis 
  
  c) ACTION ITEM:  Follow up on America 250 Art Display 

• Update 
• Liability Waiver discussion 

    By:  
  
  d) INFORMATIONAL:  Follow up on legal advice 

• Sponsorship/Donor recognition 
• Social media requirements/restriction clarification 
• Sign Code clarification (Title 10, Chapter 10) 



 

 

    By:  
  
  e) ACTION ITEM:  Consider creating a donation subcommittee  
    By:  
  
  f) ACTION ITEM:  Sub Committee Updates 
    By:  
  
5) General Public Input  
  
6) Public Art Proposal Update  
  
  a) INFORMATIONAL:  July Art Proposal Update 
    By:  
  
7) Adjournment  
  

 
Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above-noticed meeting could contact Josh Palmer (208) 
735-7312 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en Español, por favor llame a Josh Palmer 
al teléfono (208) 735-7312. 
  



 

 

 
Public Input Procedures 

1. Individuals wishing to provide public input regarding matters relevant to the City of Twin Falls shall: 
• Wait to be recognized by the Mayor or Chairman 
• Approach the microphone/podium 
• State their name, and whether they are a resident or property owner in the City of Twin Falls, and proceed 

with their input. 
2. The Mayor or Chairman may limit input to no less than two (2) minutes. Individuals are not permitted to give their 

time to other speakers. 

Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor or Chairman shall review the public hearing 
procedures. 

2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission shall wait to be 
recognized by the Mayor or Chairman, approach the microphone/podium, state their name, and then proceed with 
their comments.  Following their statements, they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided 
by the staff.  The staff shall make an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
4. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  

No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 

• A complete explanation and description of the request. 
• Why the request is being made. 
• Location of the Property. 
• Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

5. Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to the 
hearing, and granted by the Mayor or Chairman.  

6. The City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 
7. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor or 

Chairman may limit public testimony to no less than two (2) minutes per person. 
• Individuals are not permitted to give their time to other speakers. 
• However, five (5) or more individuals that received written notice of the public hearing may appoint, by written 

petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to the hearing and 
must be granted by the Mayor or Chairman.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes. 

• Written comments, including e-mail, received by 12:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing shall be either read 
into the record or displayed to the public on the overhead projector. 

8. Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
9. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, Council or Commission members, as recognized by the Mayor 

or Chairman, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  Responses shall be limited 
to answering the questions asked.  The Mayor or Chairman may limit the time permitted for the answer. 

10. The Mayor or Chairman shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission shall 
deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided 
during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public is 
not allowed.  Legal or procedural questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 

 
* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 

prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor or Chairman. 

 
 



 

Public Art Commission 
Minutes 

 
Tuesday, April 7, 2026, 12:00 PM 

 
City Hall Overflow Room, CH-116 

203 Main Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 
 

Page 1 of 6 

Members: Melissa Crane, Chairperson;  Janeale Dean, Vice-Chairperson; Amy Westover; Drew 
Nash; Laura Stewart; Tim Hafer, Catherine Walworth 
 
1) Mission Statement  
  
2) Call Meeting to Order/Confirmation of Quorum  

Commissioner Crane called the meeting to order at 12:01 PM 
A quorum was present. 
 
Members Attending: Melissa Crane, Chairperson; Drew Nash, Tim Hafer, Janeale Dean, Amy 
Westover, Laura Stewart 
Member Absent: Catherine Walworth  
Staff Attending: Wendy Davis, Mitch Humble, Craig Hawkins, Mable Shurtleff 

  
3) Consent Calendar  
  

  

a) Request to approve the minutes from the following meeting: March 3, 2026. 
MOTION: Commissioner Dean moved to approve the consent agenda as written. 
Commissioner Nash seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed all members present 
voted. Approved 6 to 0. 

  
4) Items of Consideration 

Commission decided to re-order the Agenda items to allow guest speaker to go first. 
  

  

a) Feedback on legal topics 
Following the CBH discussion, staff summarized a recent conversation with the City Attorney 
regarding legal questions raised by the Commission. 
 
Key Legal Guidance Reported by Staff:  
 
Deputy City Manager Humble reported that: 

• The City Attorney was primarily concerned with the social media / marketing aspect of 
promoting private commercial entities through City channels. 

• The concern was less about a plaque or donor recognition and more about the City 
appearing to market a private business through official communications. 

• The City Attorney indicated that the Commission may assist outside entities with 
publicly viewable art projects when asked, including reviewing or recommending art, 
so long as the role remains within the Commission’s public art purpose. 

o In those cases, the recommendation would generally go to the requesting 
entity, not necessarily to the City Council. 

 
Deputy City Manager Humble explained that if an entity such as the Chamber requests help 
selecting public art, the Commission may provide that assistance. However, issues such as 



promotion, sponsorship recognition, signage, and branding may require clearer policy 
direction. 
 
Commissioners discussed: 

• Whether City time and resources should be used to support projects that are not City-
owned. 

o Deemed appropriate, as long as project load and agenda time allows. 
• The need for clearer boundaries around social media recognition, sponsor 

acknowledgment, donor logos, signage, public information and branding. whether the 
City currently applies a consistent standard, the distinction between a donation to 
public art and commercial advertising, and possibility that donor recognition 
standards need to be more formally defined. 

o Commissioner Dean noted examples of City social media posts that include 
sponsor tags and logos and raised the need for clearer guidance on how 
sponsor recognition should be handled. 

o Commissioner Crane requested written policy guidance from the City and/or 
City Attorney for future projects involving social media recognition. 

o Director Davis explained that the CBH Homes project was moved to the 
Chamber due to concerns about the agreement language and that the 
donation policy may need revisions to better address logos and sponsor 
branding. She also noted that those revisions were not expected to be 
completed in time for the February meeting. 

 
Deputy City Manager Humble explained that additional related issues had arisen during the 
review, including broader questions about government speech, public messaging, donor 
recognition, sign code implications, political or religious expression concerns, and how future 
requests from private or nonprofit entities should be handled consistently. 

• A fundraising donation package for logo recognition was referenced (Shoshone Street 
Archway) as an example, and it was noted that the Commission may consider 
developing clearly defined donation packages outlining what recognition or benefits 
are included with project donations. 

• The sign code was updated effective January 1, 2026, and Planning and Zoning is 
continuing discussion on possible changes related to off-site advertising.  The Sunway 
Park Shelter was referenced as an example, including the use of sponsor blocks and 
the detailed requirements related to logo and name placement.  It was also noted 
that, under the current sign code, recognition of donors through names and logos 
does not constitute endorsement of a business.  Staff agreed that donor logos may be 
included on signage, but not as part of the artwork itself. 

 
Director Davis emphasized that the intent had been to keep the Commission involved in the 
CBH project while avoiding delays tied to unresolved policy questions, and apologized if that 
had not been clearly communicated. 



• Deputy City Manager Humble reported that he discussed with the City Attorney the 
possibility of using City Hall's lobby as a rotating art gallery and sell art pieces as a 
funding mechanism for the public art funds. He noted that it is illegal for the City to 
require commissions on artwork sold from a City-owned space, but can legally host a 
gallery to connect buyers with artists and allow artists to make optional donations to 
the Public Art fund. He referenced a similar model used by the City of Meridian. 

• Commissioner Steart asked whether annual sponsorships could be pursued to support 
the Public Art fund. Deputy City Manager Humble indicated that a gallery could 
include recognition of a donor sponsor. 

• Commissioner Dean asked about accountability when the Commission makes art 
recommendations to outside entities. Deputy City Manager Humble clarified that the 
Commission's role would be advisory, and final responsibility would remain with the 
entity selecting the artwork. 

• Deputy City Manager Humble noted that the Magic Valley Community Foundation 
may be a useful option for fundraising efforts because of the nonprofit tax benefit. 

 
No formal action was taken, but there was general agreement that the Commission needs 
clearer guidance moving forward. 

• Follow-up items for future discussion: 
o Revise the donation policy to address donor acknowledgment. 
o Define acceptable donor types and restrict highly political or highly religious 

donors. 
o Deputy City Manager to work with City Attorney and others to provide written 

policy on social media, signage, logos, and donor recognition. 
  

  

b) Call to artists for America 250 Art Display 
Commissioner Crane presented the Call for Artists draft. 

• It was clarified that the City will not absorb any costs associated with the installation 
of art displays. 

• The application submission deadline will be amended to May 30 to align with the June 
PAC meeting schedule. 

 
Commissioner Dean inquired about the types of art that would qualify. Commissioners 
discussed allowing historical memorabilia, relics, and artifacts; and establishing eligibility 
criteria, including a requirement that artwork be created prior to 1975. Dean also suggested 
implementing a three-month timeline for art displays. 
 
Commissioner Crane asked about including verbiage in the Call to specify pieces will be 
selected by a committee panel. 
 
The Commission discussed placement considerations to ensure that artwork does not impede 
the flow of daily business operations. Commissioner Crane emphasized the need for a 
commissioner to be present at City Hall to accept submitted art, document its condition, 



catalog it, and provide guidance on placement. 
 
Commissioner Dean raised concerns regarding liability for loaned artwork and questioned 
whether lenders would be required to sign a waiver. Commissioner Crane noted that liability 
issues must be clarified before the Call for Artists is released to the public; if the policy covers 
the loan items then the value of the item will need to be included as an ask on the Call. 
 
Deputy City Manager Humble to follow up and get clarification on insurance policy coverage 
on the loaned items and/or if a liability release waiver to be provided. 

  

  

c) Report on City Council presentation and request amend resolution for funding 
A brief discussion was held regarding maintenance needs, funding, and agreement-related 
clarifications. Commissioner Dean asked that the item be tabled to the May meeting. No 
formal report on the City Council presentation was given. 
 
Commissioner Dean requested Director Davis share the Council presentation and a written 
report before the May meeting to allow the Commission to review the information in 
advance.  Director Davis stated that she would upload the presentation to Teams and provide 
a follow-up report. 
 
The Commission discussed a document relating to the City’s public art inventory and 
maintenance needs. 
 
Inventory and Repair Planning 
 
Discussion included: 

• How the document relates to the inventory held by the City. 
• A review of public art pieces organized by year of installation / ownership. 
• Estimated repair and evaluation needs for upcoming years. 

 
Commissioner Crane explained that: 

• The document had been sorted by years since installation. 
• Based on the review, projected evaluation and repair needs in 2026 could total 

approximately $14,000, depending on actual repair requirements. 
• Specific examples included the David LaMure Jr. statue, installed in 2018, which may 

need repair or maintenance on a ten-year cycle at an estimated cost of approximately 
$1,870. 

• Additional items such as electrical boxes and infrastructure associated with 
installations were also considered. 

 
The Commission discussed using the inventory data to better understand the long-term 
financial implications of maintenance/repair and to support future conversations with City 
Council. 
Staff noted that Council had expressed interest in seeing concrete numbers, and that this 



information would be useful as part of a future presentation. 
 
Direction 
Staff and the Commission discussed refining the inventory/maintenance list by: 

• Clarifying definitions, 
• Cleaning up formatting, 
• Potentially removing extraneous items, 
• Preparing a cleaner summary to share with Council. 

No formal action was taken. 
  

  

d) Follow up on CBH Hearts Across the Valley 
Director Davis introduced Mariel Villegas, who joined remotely to provide an update regarding the 
CBH Arts Hearts Across the Valley project and the agreement with the Visitor's Center / Chamber 
of Commerce. 
Staff Summary 
Director Davis explained that: 

• CBH had pursued an agreement with the Chamber of Commerce to place the heart 
sculpture near the Visitor's Center. 

• The Public Art Commission was still expected to be involved in the artist selection process. 
• Director Davis had attempted to contact Kyle Tarbet, Chamber of Commerce, for 

clarification, but he was out of the office. 
• Mariel was invited to explain the agreement, expectations, and next 

steps.                                                                                                                                                          

Reported by Mariel of CBH:  

• The agreement with the Visitor's Center had been signed and finalized. 
• The approved project theme previously reviewed by the Commission remains in place. 
• The expectation is that the Public Art Commission will:  

o Review submissions, 
o Select the preferred design / artist concept, 
o Continue serving in an advisory role for the project. 

Mariel stated that the Chamber / Visitor Center values the Commission’s connection to the local 
art community and wants the Commission to remain an integral part of selecting the artwork. 
 
Project Timeline 
Mariel shared that: 

• August 4 is the target date for the project kickoff / unveiling. 
• The next major step is issuance of a Call to Artists. 
• CBH would like a quote or statement from the Commission expressing support and 

excitement for the project for use in a press release. 
• Assets and promotional materials would then be finalized and distributed through CBH, 

the Chamber of Commerce, and City channels. 



 
Application Process Discussion 
The Commission discussed how the Call to Artists process would function. Clarifications included: 

• The application would not be submitted through the City as a City-owned project. 
• The application portal would be managed through CBH’s designated arts page. 
• The City and Commission could help distribute the Call to Artists for broader exposure. 
• Artists would submit:  

o Their proposed concept for the heart design, 
o Supporting materials and examples of past work. 

It was clarified that the Commission would be reviewing the actual submitted concept/design, not 
simply selecting an artist from a general portfolio. 
 
Timeline for Review 
Mariel asked whether the Commission could review submissions in time for the May 5 meeting. 
Staff and the Commission discussed adjusting the Call to Artists timeline so the review could occur 
in May rather than waiting until June. 
 
Direction 
The Commission indicated support for continuing involvement in the process. Staff agreed to: 

• Locate the previously approved Call to Artists draft, 
• Provide Mariel with a Commission statement for press materials, 
• Coordinate deadlines so submissions could be reviewed at the May 5 meeting, if feasible. 

  
5) General Public Input 

No public present. 
  
6) Public Art Proposal Update  
  

  
a) April Art Poroposal Update 

Commissioner Crane requested that future reports include funding usage and the need to 
decipher allotment for purchase vs. allotment for maintenance. 

  
7) Adjournment  

Director Davis reviewed the previously approved CBH Call for Artist and noted that it could be 
updated to reflect the new location and sponsoring entity.  The Commission agreed that the 
revised version does not need to return for further review before being sent to CBH and the 
Chamber. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 01:27 PM 
 
Mable Shurtleff_________________ 
Mable Shurtleff, Project Coordinator 
Parks and Recreation Department 

  
 
 
 



 

Public Art Commission 
Minutes 

 
Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 12:00 PM 

 
City Hall Overflow Room, CH-116 

203 Main Avenue East, Twin Falls, Idaho 
 

Page 1 of 3 

Members: Melissa Crane, Chairperson;  Janeale Dean, Vice-Chairperson; Amy Westover; Drew 
Nash; Laura Stewart; Tim Hafer, Catherine Walworth 
 
1) Mission Statement  
  
2) Call Meeting to Order/Confirmation of Quorum  

Chairperson Crane called the meeting to order at 12:00 PM 
Members Attending: Crane, Dean, Westover, Stewart, Hafer, Walworth 
Staff Attending: Davis, Humble, Hawkins, Green 

  
3) Consent Calendar  
  

  

a) Request to approve the minutes from the April 7, 2026 Commission meeting. 
Commissioner Dean feels that the minutes did not follow the topics and needs to reflect the 
takeaway and topics discussed.  
  
 Chairperson Crane moved to table the minutes until the next meeting. 

  
4) Items of Consideration  
  

  

a) Consider CBH Hearts Across the Valley art submission.  

• Commissioner Dean asked if this included the one submitted from the first round. 
• Chairperson Crane clarified that the decision would go straight to The Chamber. 
• Chairperson Crane commented on the incredible talent in the area. 

• Commissioner Hafer feels there were a lot of great applications. The Chickens came 
out aesthetically nicely, the potato blossom had more suicide awareness.  

• Commissioner Walworth feels the chickens are well done but don't convey the 
message as well. She liked the people hugging, butterfly.  

• Commissioner Westover said thank you to all the artists that submitted. She loves the 
chicken but doesn't feel it conveyed the message as well. The potato flower "purple 
pulse" design and "together we rise".  

• Commissioner Dean really likes the potato blossom, and the colors and items 
involved. She likes the pinkies holding, and the sunflowers. She feels that if we are 
trying to lean to a suicide awareness that having more human aspect on it would 
resonate with people since it's subtle. Her top choice is "together we rise" she likes 
the different perspective of the canyon, togetherness. The second choice would be 
the "glass connection."  

• Chairperson Crane sad she agrees with all the comments she likes "together we rise" 
and would like to reach out to the artist and ask if the people depicted could have a 
greater representation of the people in the community to embrace the community.  



• Commissioner Stewart agrees and likes the "together we rise", she likes the color and 
feels it will be vibrant and noticeable outside.  

 

• Commissioner Dean had a side note that they had another design for the base. She 
can reach out to the artist and see what it is.  

• Chairperson Crane said there are 4 votes for "together we rise". 
• Commissioner Hafer would like to know why the people were picked and whether it 

could be more versatile. 
• Councilperson Hawkins said this year is the 50-year anniversary of the bridge opening. 
• Director Davis said when she talked to Kyle, he wanted something that represented 

the canyon. She isn't sure what the back side is. She likes the base and feels it blends 
well.  

• Commissioner Dean let everyone know what the butterfly means in regard to mental 
health and suicide awareness.  

• Chairperson Crane 
 "Together we rise" with a suggestion to see if the artist will modify the artwork to be 
more diverse. 

 
MOTION: Commissioner Westover moved to recommend the “Together we rise” submission 
with a suggestion to see if the artist will modify the base to be more diverse. Commissioner 
Dean seconded the motion.  
Approved 6 to 0. 

  

  

b) Continue discussion of call to artists for America 250 Art Display  

• DCM Humble said he looked into the insurance question. We do have an insurance 
policy for pieces. He feels it would be hard to find the value of some pieces. He 
doesn't think there is enough time to get this done by July 4th.  

• Councilperson Hawkins thinks the next 2 months are going to be busy enough with 
America 250 and 4th of July and he thinks it could be done after.  

• Commissioner Dean couldn't remember about the cost of things.  
• Chairperson Crane doesn't have the numbers right now. 
• Commissioner Dean stated that the artists should be providing their own easels if 

needed.  
• Chairperson Crane replied that the Commission didn't feel that they should use their 

limited funds on display cases.  
• Commissioner Dean said if they are not in a hurry would there be someone in the 

community that would donate some things for display purposes. She asked if hanging 
was required, could it come from the building budget? 

• Councilperson Hawkins said he was at an America 250 meeting, and someone might 
have a display case to borrow.  

• Director Davis thinks they should do it later to keep it going for the year. She thinks 
asking city employees first to see what we have. 

• Commissioner Dean said it will be hard not knowing what people have to display to 
then be prepared on what to use to display. 



• Chairperson Crane feels like there are resources that could be reached out to that 
could help out. 

• DCM Humble let the Commission know there are item in the basement of City Hall 
and would look down there to see what’s available. 

• Commissioner Westover wants to start with the city employees first and see how 
many are submitted, then reach out to the community if more is needed. 

• Councilperson Hawkins asked if they should reach out with specifics with employees 
and make it not just a painting. 

 
Chairperson Crane recapped with getting release of liability form; going to reach out to city’s 
250 committee if they have work to display thinking August, September or October; checking 
to see what City owns to display, once they know what is available, they will reach out to the 
community if they need more. 

  

  

c) Report on City Council presentation and request amend resolution for funding  

This item needs to be first on the agenda for the next meeting.  

• Commissioner Dean feels like it will be longer than they have time for today.  
• DCM Humble said they could change the meeting day for next month.  
• Director Davis will look at the calendar and send out a poll to see what different day 

could work for everyone. 
• Commissioner Dean asked if everyone could get a copy of the presentation.  
• Commissioner Stewart asked if Wendy would convert it to PDF and email. 

Director Davis there are 2 open positions for this commission.  
  
5) General Public Input 

No public was present. 
  
6) Public Art Proposal Update  
  
  a) June Art Proposal Update  
  
7) Adjournment  

The meeting adjourned at 01:11 PM 
 

 

 

Jody Green, Planning Technician 
  

 
 
 



Executive Summary 

Council also recognized and commended the Commission for bringing the issue forward. 

Council expressed support for continued public art planning but indicated that the City’s 
immediate focus should be on establishing a clear and sustainable maintenance strategy. 
Council also requested clearer resolution language, especially regarding funding structure and 
the definition of public art. Moving forward, the City should refine the policy to distinguish 
maintenance from acquisition, define eligible public art assets, and incorporate ongoing 
maintenance into the regular budget process while preserving the ability to build reserves for 
future projects. 

City Council’s discussion centered on strengthening the City’s approach to public art 
maintenance, reserve funding, and acquisition policy. The clearest direction from Council was 
that maintenance is the immediate priority and should be addressed through a defined 
maintenance schedule and regular budgeting process, rather than left unresolved within a 
broader funding mechanism. 

Council also expressed concern with tying the policy too rigidly to a percentage-based formula 
in the resolution, indicating discomfort with language that could imply future increases or 
automatic growth tied to the City’s total budget. At the same time, Council affirmed the intent 
of the resolution: to protect and preserve funding for public art, create a pathway for 
maintenance and future acquisitions, and build reserves responsibly over time. 

A key issue requiring further clarification is the definition of “public art.” Council indicated that 
the resolution should more clearly distinguish which assets qualify as public art—such as 
statues, wraps, fountains, or archways—and whether that determination depends on factors 
such as original intent, artist involvement, or subsequent use. 

Key Council Direction 

1. Maintenance is the Priority 

Council emphasized that the City should first focus on the ongoing care of existing public art 
assets before expanding acquisitions. Council’s direction suggests that the City should hone in 
on maintenance costs and establish a more predictable operating approach. 

2. Maintenance Should Be in the Regular Budget 

Council prefers public art maintenance be addressed as a normal operational responsibility  

3. Intent of the Resolution Remains Supported 



Despite concerns with the current wording, Council was supportive of the underlying purpose 
of the resolution. The discussion reflected support for: 

• Safeguarding funds for public art 

• Maintaining a funding pathway tied to the City’s existing financial structure  

• Funding for projects is not limited to spending within the reserve holdings 

• Supporting both maintenance and future acquisitions 

• Building reserves for acquisition  

• Don’t spend them all in a short period of time. 

 

4. Resolution Language Needs Revision 

Council did not reject the concept of setting aside funding, but it did indicate that the language 
should better reflect the City’s actual intent and financial practices. Public Art Cash Reserves 
not intended to be total budget.  

• Not interested in raising percentage:  

• A need to make the resolution’s purpose more explicit 

Core Policy Issues Identified 

A. Defining “Maintenance” 

Define maintenance, hone in on cost, set up a schedule, add maintenance as a M&O line item. 
At present, the discussion suggests that maintenance should cover multiple categories, 
including: 

• Routine cleaning 

• Preventive maintenance 

• Repairs due to wear, damage, or weather 

• Replacement of failed or expired components 

B. Defining “Public Art” 

Council supported the need to clarify what qualifies as public art. Examples raised included: 

• Fountains 



• Archways 

• Statues 

• Wraps 

• Other designed civic elements 

Potential criteria discussed or implied include: 

• Was an artist hired to design it? 

• What was the original intent at the time of installation? 

• Was the feature commissioned as an artistic work, or was it primarily 
functional/decorative infrastructure? 

Similarly, wraps appear to be treated differently because they are installed for a period of time 
and then replaced by the Commission, suggesting they may require a separate classification or 
lifecycle treatment. 

C. Acquisition Mechanism Still Needs Discussion 

Council appeared open to discussing different mechanisms for acquisition, including whether 
new public art purchases should proceed through a regular capital request process rather than 
relying solely on reserve funds accrued through annual percentage allocations. 

• New acquisitions or larger installations, may be better addressed through capital 
planning, specific appropriations, or reserve strategy 

Policy Direction Summary 

1. Put maintenance first 

2. Place maintenance funding in the regular budget 

3. Clarify the definition of public art 

4. Revise the resolution to remove ambiguity 

5. Avoid language that implies automatic percentage escalation 

6. Preserve the ability to build reserves for future acquisitions 

7. Allow option for art acquisition to proceed through regular capital request process 

8. Continue the conversation with clearer policy and financial detail 

  



Recommended Next Steps 

1. Revise the Resolution 

Prepare a revised draft that: 

• Removes or reworks the percentage language 

• Clearly states the purpose of the policy 

• Addresses: 

• maintenance of existing public art 

• reserve accumulation 

• new acquisitions 

• Reflects Council’s interest in flexibility and sustainability 

• Defines public art: 

•  identifies what does and does not qualify as public art. This may include criteria 
such as: 

• commissioned artistic intent 

• artist involvement 

• civic display purpose 

• permanent vs. temporary installation 

2. Create a Maintenance Framework 

Develop an administrative maintenance plan that includes: 

• inventory of public art assets 

• maintenance responsibilities 

• lifecycle expectations 

• inspection schedule 

• include maintenance considerations as part of acquisition process 

• annual estimated maintenance costs 

• replacement schedule for temporary items like wraps 



3. Incorporate Maintenance into the Annual Budget 

Bring forward a recommendation for inclusion of public art maintenance as a recurring budget 
item. This should be supported by: 

• asset inventory 

• condition review 

• near-term and long-term maintenance cost estimates 

3. Evaluate Acquisition Funding Options 

Present Council with options for future acquisitions, such as: 

• capital request process 

• reserve-funded acquisitions 

• project-specific appropriations 

• hybrid approach combining reserves and budget approval 

 



 

 

Artwork Loan & Liability Waiver Agreement 

1. Parties 

Owner/Lender: _________________________________ 

Address: ______________________________________ 

City/Borrower: City of Twin Falls 

Address: 230 Main Ave. East, Twin Falls, ID 8330 

2. Artwork Description 

Title: __________________________________________ 

Artist (if not owner): ___________________________ 

Medium/Dimensions: ______________________________ 

Identifying Features: ____________________________ 

Estimated Value: ________________________________ 

3. Loan Period & Display Location 

Loan dates: _____________________________________ 

Display location: ________________________________ 

4. Owner Responsibilities 

The Owner shall ensure artwork is properly prepared (framed, wired, mounted). 

The Owner will deliver and retrieve artwork at agreed times. 

5. City Responsibilities 

The City will use reasonable care in display, storage, handling, lighting, and security. 

The City will notify the Owner of any theft, damage, or loss in writing. 

6. Insurance & Risk 

The City does not insure artwork; Owner is encouraged to maintain insurance. 

Owner assumes all risk for theft, damage, or loss. 



 

 

7. Waiver & Indemnification 

Owner releases and waives all claims against the City for any theft, loss, or damage. 

Owner agrees to hold harmless the City and its officers, employees, and contractors. 

8. Publicity & Reproduction 

Owner grants the City rights to photograph and reproduce artwork for promotional purposes 
unless restricted. 

9. Condition Report 

A pre-loan condition report is attached and will serve as a record of artwork condition. 

10. Return of Artwork 

Owner will retrieve artwork within the agreed timeframe after loan period ends. 

11. Termination 

Either party may terminate the agreement early with written notice. 

12. Governing Law 

This agreement is governed by the laws of the State of Idaho. 

Signatures 

Owner/Lender Signature: __________________________ 

Printed Name: ____________________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________________ 

 

City Representative Signature: _____________________ 

Printed Name & Title: _____________________________ 

Date: ____________________________________________ 
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Public Art Commission Proposal Update  

July 2026 
 Project not pursued  Project pursued  Project in progress 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Budget 
Purchase Reserve  $24,197.23 
Maintenance Reserve  $35,872.00 
Total Budget  $60,069.19  

 
 

CBH Hearts Across the Valley 
Application Date 9/2/2025 

 September, 2025: Applicant presented the request at the Public Art 
Commission meeting. 
October, 2025: Commission considered potential installation sites (Visitor 
Center or Perrine bridge) and message theme (Suicide prevention). Pending 
CBH feedback. 
January, 2026: CBH accepted installation site and message theme. A Call-to-
Artist draft was generated for the Commission’s approval. 
February, 2026: Commission approved Call-to-artist with revised timeline 
pending City Council approval. 
March, 2026: Under City’s Legal team recommendation, the City declined the 
donation offer. Twin Falls Chamber of Commerce agreed to take over the 
project and requested the Public Art Commission’s assistance with the project. 
Public Art Commission to work with CBH on Call-to-Artist. 
April, 2026: Call-to-Artist issued and CBH began receiving submissions. 
May, 2026: Call-to-Artist deadline extended to May 27, 2026. 
June, 2026:  Commission reviewed the submission and recommended the 
“Together we rise” as the pick.  CBH and Chambers of Commerce was notified 
of the recommendation.  CBH and Chambers of Commerce met and began 
preparations for the unveiling ceremony to take place at the Visitor Center on 
August 4th, 2026 at 1:30pm. 

ACTION In progress.  
BUDGET No cost is associated with this proposal. CBH will cover all associated 

expenses. 
STATUS IN PROGRESS 

 
 
 



America 250 Celebration in Art 
Application Date 11/4/2025 

 November, 2025: Discussion at 11/4/25 meeting initiated to display art in City 
Hall lobby in celebration of America 250 with historical art or pop up art 
gallery. 
December, 2025: Subcommittee formed. 
March, 2026: Public Art Commission to generate Call-to-Artist for review. 
April, 2026: Call-to-Artist application submission deadline amended to May 
30, 2026. 
June, 2026: Commission decided to have displays in August, September, or 
October instead of original mentioned time frame. They also want to see what 
City owns available for display prior reaching out to the community (if more 
pieces are needed.) 

ACTION In progress.  
BUDGET Cost associated with this proposal to follow. 
STATUS IN PROGRESS 

 
Mural for Home2Suites 

Application Date 2025 
 2025: Discussion at meeting indicated Home2Suites would like the Public Art 

Commission to assist with the artist selection. 
ACTION In progress.  
BUDGET Project is on private property and associated cost is absorbed by property 

owner. 
STATUS IN PROGRESS 
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