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 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Suzanne  Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory  Chris  Ruth 
Hawkins  Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Reid  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

5:00 P.M. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 
AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I.  CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Request to approve the Accounts Payable for February 22- 27, 2017. 
2. Request to approve the February 21, City Council Minutes. 

 
Action 
Action 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:  
1. Request to fill three vacancies on the Twin Falls Planning & Zoning 

Commission. 
 

2. Request to adopt an Ordinance for a Zoning Title Amendment to Twin 
Falls City Code Title 10; Chapter 13-Section 1; by adding a subsection 
(c) requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness be granted by the 
Historic Preservation Commission prior to exterior modifications, 
applying for a building permit or for new development of properties 
located within the Twin Falls Downtown Historic District, the Twin 
Falls City Park Historic District and the Warehouse Historic Overlay 
District.  (app. 2832)     

 
3. Report and presentation by Dr. Wiley Dobbs, Superintendent of the 

Twin Falls School District #411, on the upcoming supplemental levy 
election. 

 
4. Request to reallocate FY17 budgeted funds from the IAPro capital 

improvement project to the Twin Falls Police Department's (TFPD) 
firing range lead maintenance/removal plan. 

 
5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Action 
 
 
Action 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Presentation 
 
 
 
Action 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Mayor Shawn Barigar 
 
 
Rene’e V. Carraway-
Johnson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Travis Rothweiler 
Dr. Wiley Dobbs 
 
 
Anthony Barnhart 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  None 
 
 

 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT:      
Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez at (208) 
735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208)735-
7287. 

 

AGENDA 
Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council 

Monday, February 27, 2017 
City Council Chambers 

305 Third Avenue East - Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Public Input Procedures 

1. Individuals wishing to provide public input regarding matters relevant to the City of Twin Falls shall  
a. wait to be recognized by the mayor 
b. approach the microphone/podium 
c. state their name and address, and whether they are a resident or property owner in the City of Twin Falls, and 
d. proceed with their input. 

2. The Mayor may limit input to no less than two (2) minutes. Individuals are not permitted to give their time to other 
speakers. 

Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor shall review the public hearing procedures. 
2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council shall wait to be recognized by the Mayor, approach the 

microphone/podium, state their name and address, then proceed with their comments.  Following their statements, 
they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided by the City Clerk.  The City Clerk shall make 
an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  
No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 
• A complete explanation and description of the request. 
• Why the request is being made. 
• Location of the Property. 
• Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 

 Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing, and granted by the Mayor. 

4. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
• The City Council may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the request. 

5. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor 
may limit public testimony to no less than two (2) minutes per person. 
• Five or more individuals, having received personal public notice of the application under consideration, may 

select by written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to 
the hearing and must be granted by the mayor.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes.   

• Written comments, including e-mail, shall be either read into the record or displayed to the public on the 
overhead projector. 

• Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
6. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, the hearing shall continue.  The City Council, as recognized 

by the Mayor, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  The Mayor may again 
establish time limits. 

7. The Mayor shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council shall deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and decisions 
shall be based upon the information and testimony provided during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public Hearing is 
closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public is not allowed.  Legal or procedural questions may be 
directed to the City Attorney. 

* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 
prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor. 
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 COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Suzanne  Nikki  Shawn  Chris  Gregory  Chris  Ruth 
Hawkins  Boyd  Barigar  Talkington Lanting  Reid  Pierce 
Vice Mayor   Mayor 
 
 
 
 

5:00 P.M. 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG    
CALL MEETING TO ORDER 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
PROCLAMATIONS:  None 
GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT 
AGENDA ITEMS Purpose By: 
I.  CONSENT CALENDAR: 

1. Request to approve Accounts Payable for February 14-23, 2017. 
2. Request to approve the February 13, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve the Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade 

Application and Special Event Celebration sponsored by Bev and 
Steve O’Connor to be held on Friday, March 17, 2017. 

4. Request to approve the 2017 YMCA St. Patrick's Day 5K Run 
sponsored by the YMCA of Twin Falls. This event is scheduled to be 
held on Saturday, March 11, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

 
Action 
Action 
Action 
 
 
Action 

 
Sharon Bryan 
Sharon Bryan 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 
 
 
Sgt. Ryan Howe 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:  
1. Recognition of receipt of the A.I.C.P Certificate and a Formal 

Ceremony promoting Planner I Jonathan Spendlove to the position 
of Senior Planner.   

2. Presentation of the 2016 Annual Report of the Urban Renewal 
Agency. 

3. Long Term Planning Committee requesting input for this year’s Long 
Term Planning. 

4. Report on the City’s efforts to accomplish the initial goals and 
objectives of the 2030 Strategic Plan. 

5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 

 
Recognition 
Action 
 
Presentation 
 
Input 
 
Report 

 
Rene’e V. Carraway-
Johnson 
 
Nathan Murray 
 
Lorie Race/Jon Caton 
 
Travis Rothweiler 

III. ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS:   
6:00 P.M. 

IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   
1. Consideration of a Zoning Title Amendment to Twin Falls City Code 

Title 10; Chapter 13-Section 1; by adding a subsection (c) requiring a 
Certificate of Appropriateness be granted by the Historic 
Preservation Commission prior to exterior modifications, applying 
for a building permit or for new development of properties located 
within the Twin Falls Downtown Historic District, the Twin Falls City 
Park Historic District and the Warehouse Historic Overlay District.  
Twin Falls Historic Preservation Commission c/o Nancy Taylor (app. 
2832) 

 
 
PH/Action 

 
 
Kelly Weeks 

V. ADJOURNMENT:      
Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez 
at (208) 735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila 
Sanchez (208)735-7287. 

MINUTES 
Meeting of the Twin Falls City Council 

Tuesday, February 21, 2017 
City Council Chambers 

305 Third Avenue East - Twin Falls, Idaho 
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Present:   Shawn Barigar, Suzanne Hawkins, Nikki Boyd, Chris Talkington, Greg Lanting, Christopher Reid, 
Ruth Pierce 

Absent: None 
   
Staff Present:    City Manager Travis Rothweiler, City Attorney Fritz Wonderlich, Deputy City Manager Mitchel 

Humble, Deputy City Manager Brian Pike, Zoning and Development Manager Renee V 
Carraway-Johnson, Economic Development Director Nathan Murray, Public Works Director Jon 
Caton, Planner 2 Kelly Weeks, Deputy City Clerk Sharon Bryan 

 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG  
 
Mayor Barigar called the meeting to order at 5:00 P.M.  He then asked all present, who wished, to recite the pledge 
of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM  
 
A quorum is present. 
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA  
 

1. City Manager Rothweiler asked that Executive Session 74-206(1b) To consider the evaluation, dismissal or 
disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member, 
individual agent or public school student be added to the agenda. 

 
MOTION: 

 
Councilmember Lanting moved to add Executive Session 74-206(1b) To consider the evaluation, dismissal 
or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff 
member, individual agent or public school student to the Agenda.  Councilmember Pierce seconded the 
motion.  Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0 

 
PROCLAMATIONS:   None 
 

GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT – NONE 

I.  CONSENT CALENDAR: 
1. Request to approve Accounts Payable for February 14-23, 2017. 
2. Request to approve the February 13, City Council Minutes. 
3. Request to approve the Annual Saint Patrick’s Day Parade Application and Special Event Celebration 

sponsored by Bev and Steve O’Connor to be held on Friday, March 17, 2017. 
4. Request to approve the 2017 YMCA St. Patrick's Day 5K Run sponsored by the YMCA of Twin Falls. This 

event is scheduled to be held on Saturday, March 11, 2017, from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 
MOTION: 

 
Vice Mayor Hawkins moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented.  Councilmember Reid 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 
to 0 
 

II. ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION:  
1. Recognition of receipt of the A.I.C.P Certificate and a Formal Ceremony promoting Planner I Jonathan 

Spendlove to the position of Senior Planner.   
 

Carraway-Johnson gave bio on Jonathan Spendlove and announced his promotion to the position of Senior 
Planner. 
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Mayor Barigar presented the American Institute of Certified Planners Certificate to Senior Planner 
Jonathan Spendlove. 

  
Deputy City Manager Humble spoke on how difficult the test is and that he is very proud of Jonathan’s 
accomplishments. 
 
Senior Planner Spendlove introduced his family and thanked Staff and City Council for giving him this 
opportunity. 

 
2. Presentation of the 2016 Annual Report of the Urban Renewal Agency. 

 
Economic Development Director Murray reviewed the 2016 Annual Report of the Urban Renewal Agency. 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
City Council thanked the URA for their partnership with the City of Twin Falls. 
Without the trees, downtown looks different. 
Kinds of trees that will replace ones taken down. 

  
3. Long Term Planning Committee requesting input for this year’s Long Term Planning. 

 
Public Works Director Caton said that the 2017 Long Term Planning Committee is currently in the early 
stages of planning the capital projects and personnel requests for the upcoming 5 years and would like 
council input. 

 
 City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
 
 Water is an overriding concern 
 Expand irrigation watering. 
 Reducing landscape - encourage xeriscaping 
 Recycling increased. 
 Not losing ground on employee compensation. 
 Recreation Center 
 Shoshone Falls to Twin Falls canyon rim trail. 
 Identify and include the different plans that are in the comprehensive plan. 
 Pressurized irrigation to all new subdivisions. 
 Downtown housing. 
 Community Center 
 Adequate work force. 
 Landscape requirement updated. 
 City infrastructure  
 Pressurized irrigation updated. 

 
Public Works Director Caton said that the Pressurized Irrigation Master Plan will be updated this coming 
year. 

  
4. Report on the City’s efforts to accomplish the initial goals and objectives of the 2030 Strategic Plan. 

 
City Manager Rothweiler reported on the City’s efforts to accomplish the initial goals and objectives of the 
2030 Strategic Plan. 
 

City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
 

Learning Community needs to include College of Southern Idaho  
Learning Community – Partnership with the Twin Falls Public Library. 



Page 4 of 5 
 

Secure Community – EMS response important 
Environmental Community – Pressurized irrigation expansion. 
New standards to xeriscaping and rewarding those that xeriscape. 
Concerns with those that are using surface water that are switching to potable water for irrigation. 
Internal – engagement from staff and community. 
 
Public Works Director Caton explained the Water Dept. protocol. 

  
Mayor Barigar called for a 7-minute break. 

5. Public input and/or items from the City Manager and City Council. 
 

Councilmember Pierce said that the month of May is Historic Preservation Month.  The Historic 
Preservation Committee will celebrate on May 13, 2017. 
 

6:51 P.M. 
IV. PUBLIC HEARINGS:   

1. Consideration of a Zoning Title Amendment to Twin Falls City Code Title 10; Chapter 13-
Section 1; by adding a subsection (c) requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness be granted by the 
Historic Preservation Commission prior to exterior modifications, applying for a building permit or 
for new development of properties located within the Twin Falls Downtown Historic District, the 
Twin Falls City Park Historic District and the Warehouse Historic Overlay District.  Twin Falls 
Historic Preservation Commission c/o Nancy Taylor (app. 2832) 

 
Planner 2 Weeks gave staff report. 
 
Nancy Taylor, Twin Falls Historic Preservation Commission asked that the City Council consider a 
Zoning Title Amendment to Twin Falls City Code Title 10; Chapter 13-Secdtion1; by adding a 
subsection © requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness be granted by the Historic Preservation 
Commission prior to exterior modifications. 
 
Open Public Hearing 
 
Fran Florence, Kimberly, Idaho, implementation concerns.  He suggested that the Certificate of 
Appropriateness be included in the building permit process. 
Kevin Wright, Twin Falls, Idaho, agreed with Fran Florence.  He is concerned with length of time 
it would take to get the Certificate. 
 
Close Public Hearing 
 
City Council discussion ensued on the following: 
 
Normal turn around for a building permits – 2 to 3 weeks. 
Could Historic Preservation Commission meet at a special meeting. 
 

MOTION: 
 
Councilmember Lanting moved to approve a Zoning Title Amendment to Twin Falls City Code Title 10; 
Chapter 13-Section 1; by adding a subsection (c) requiring a Certificate of Appropriateness be granted by 
the Historic Preservation Commission prior to exterior modifications, applying for a building permit or for 
new development of properties located within the Twin Falls Downtown Historic District, the Twin Falls 
City Park Historic District and the Warehouse Historic Overlay District. Councilmember Pierce seconded 
the motion.  Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  Approved 7 to 0 
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V.  EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 

1. Executive Session 74-206(1b) To consider the evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear 
complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member, individual agent or 
public school student. 
 
 

MOTION: 
 

Councilmember Lanting moved to convene into Executive Session 74-206(1b) To consider the 
evaluation, dismissal or disciplining of, or to hear complaints or charges brought against, a public 
officer, employee, staff member, individual agent or public school student.  Councilmember Reid 
seconded the motion.  Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion.  
Approved 7 to 0 

 
 
V. ADJOURNMENT:    
 
The meeting adjourned at 7:25 PM 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Sharon Bryan, Deputy City Clerk 
 
 
http://twinfalls.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=2&clip_id=642 
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Request: 
Consideration of a request to fill three (3) vacancies on the Twin Falls Planning & Zoning Commission. 

Time Estimate: 
The staff presentation will take approximately 2 minutes. 

Background: 
As of February 28, 2017, there shall be three (3) vacancies on the Twin Falls City Planning & Zoning Commission.   As per Twin 
Falls City Code 10-17-3; Article II - The Commission is comprised of 9 members; 7 members representing the area located within the 
City Limits  and 2 members representing the area located within the Area of Impact .  Each term is three (3) years.   A Commissioner 
may serve a maximum of two (2) concurrent terms or a total of six (6) years. 
 

Of the three (3) vacancies, one (1) vacancy represents the area located within the Area of Impact.  This person shall be 
recommended by the Mayor and appointed by the County Commissioners.  The other two (2) vacancies are for members who 
represent the area within the City Limits and are Mayor appointed positions.   

As of February 28, 2017   Jolinda (Jody) Tatum has served two (2) consecutive terms and is not eligible for re-appointment.  Ryan 
Higley, representing the Area of Impact, has served one (1) 3-year term and has asked to be re-appointed to serve a 2nd 3-yr term.     
Over the past 3 years, Ryan has an attendance record of 85%.    The other vacancy was held by Christopher Reed, who is now 
serving as our newest City Council member – Congratulations to Chris.   Both Chris & Jody have served the Commission well and 
will be missed.  Staff and the rest of the Commission want to thank them for their service.   

Staff published the vacancies in December and received six (6) applications.   On February 8 & February 15, 2017 a selection 
committee, consisting of Mayor Shown Barigar, Vice-Mayor Hawkins, Planning & Zoning Commission Chair Tom Frank and myself 
interviewed five (5) applicants, one withdrew. The selection committee submits the following recommendations:    

1- Ryan Higley be re-appointed to serve a 2nd 3-year term,   and  
2- Darren Hall and Craig Hawkins be appointed to serve a three (3) year term on the Commission  

As per current policy any new commissioner/board member shall have a background check completed.  This was done and 
there were no negative incidents reported for either Darren Hall or Craig Hawkins.   

Budget Impact: 
There is no significant budget impact associated with the Council’s approval of this request. 

Regulatory Impact: 
Approval of this request will insure that the Planning & Zoning Commission remains at full membership. 

Conclusion: 
The selection committee recommends that the Mayor make the following appointments to the Planning & Zoning Commission: 

1- Ryan Higley be re-appointed to serve a 2nd 3-year term,   and  
2- Darren Hall and Craig Hawkins be appointed to serve a three (3) year term on the Commission  

 
Attachments: 

Letters from Ryan Higley, Darren Hall and Craig Hawkins.   

MONDAY February 27, 2017 
 
To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
From: Shawn Barigar, Mayor 
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Public Meeting:      MONDAY  FEBRUARY 27, 2017 

To:         Honorable Mayor and City Council 

From:    Rene’e V. Carraway-Johnson, Zoning & Development Manager 

ITEM II- 

 Request:  For the City Council’s consideration to adopt an Ordinance  for a Zoning Title Amendment  to Twin 
Falls City Code Title 10; Chapter 13-Section 1; by adding a subsection (c) requiring a Certificate of 
Appropriateness be granted by the Historic Preservation Commission prior to exterior modifications,  applying 
for a building permit or for new development of properties located within the Twin Falls Downtown Historic 
District, the Twin Falls City Park Historic District and the Warehouse Historic Overlay District.  (app. 2832)     

Time Estimate:  Staff presentation may be five (5 +/-) minutes.  This is not a public hearing item but there may be 
an additional five (5) minutes for questions by the City Council. 

 Background:   

The Design Guidelines for the Warehouse Historic Overlay District were approved by Ordinance 3025 on 
February 6, 2012.  The Historic Preservation Commission has been working on the Design Guidelines for the 
Twin Falls City Park District and the Twin Falls City Downtown Historic District for several years.  Adoption of 
an ordinance codifying the design guidelines into City Code is the final step in this process.   The City’s website 
has been updated to include the Warehouse Historic Overlay Design Guidelines, the Twin Falls City Park Design 
Guidelines and the Twin Falls City Downtown Historic Design Guidelines.   

 
 

On January 24, 2017 the Planning & Zoning Commission held a public hearing on this request.  There was one 
person who spoke in support of the request.  Upon conclusion of the public hearing and further discussion, 
Commissioner Woods made a motion to recommend approval of the request, as presented, to the City 
Council. Commissioner Musser seconded the motion. All members present voted in favor of the motion.  
 
On February 21, 2017 the City Council held a public hearing on this request.  Two people expressed concerns 
over the timing of the process.  Upon conclusion of the public hearing and discussion, Councilman Lanting 
made a motion to approve the request.  Councilperson Pierce seconded and all members voted in favor.  The 
Motion was approved by a vote of 7 for & 0 against.  

 
Conclusion:  

As directed by the Council, staff has prepared an ordinance for your consideration.   Staff recommends the 
City Council adopt the ordinance by a 3rd and final motion so it can be published and codified.   
 
Attachments:    

1. Ordinance & Attachments (2) 
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 ORDINANCE NO. 2017-_____ 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TWIN 
FALLS, IDAHO, AMENDING TWIN FALLS CITY CODE 10-13-1 BY 
THE ADDITION OF A SUBSECTION (C) REQUIRING A CERTIFICATE 
OF APPROPRIATENESS BEFORE EXTERIOR CHANGES AND/OR 
ISSUANCE OF BUILDING PERMITS WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN, 
CITY PARK AND WAREHOUSE HISTORIC DISTRICTS. 

 
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TWIN FALLS, IDAHO, THAT TWIN FALLS CITY CODE 10-13-1 IS 
AMENDED AS FOLLOWS:  

 
“10-13-1: BUILDING PERMIT: 
(A) Permit Required: No person shall erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move, 
convert or demolish any building or structure in the City or cause the same to be done 
without first obtaining a separate building permit for each such building or structure from 
the City Building Official. 
(B) Application for Permit: To apply for a permit the applicant shall first file an 
application therefor in writing on a form furnished for that purpose by the City Building 
Official, who shall determine the acceptability of the request in conformance with the 
Uniform Building Code, and who shall thereupon issue or deny the application. 

(C) Certificate of Appropriateness: For those properties located within the Twin Falls 
Downtown Historic District, the Twin Falls City Park Historic District and the 
Warehouse Historic Overlay District, applying for a building permit, the property owner 
shall apply for and receive a Certificate of Appropriateness from the Twin Falls Historic 
Preservation Commission before making any exterior changes.”  

 
No exterior portion of any building or other structure, including walls, fences, light 
fixtures, steps and pavement, or other appurtenant features, nor aboveground utility 
structures nor any type of outdoor advertising sign shall be erected, altered, restored, 
moved or demolished within these districts until after an application for a Certificate of 
Appropriateness as to exterior features has been submitted to and approved by the Historic 
Preservation Commission. The Historic Preservation Commission shall review the 
"Design Guidelines" as they exist or as amended for compliance before issuing a 
Certificate of Appropriateness.  Such a certificate is to be issued by the Historic 
Preservation Commission prior to the issuance of a building permit or other permit granted 
for purposes of construction or altering structures.  
 
A Certificate of Appropriateness shall be required whether or not a building permit is 
required.   
 
A decision of the Historic Preservation Commission regarding an application for a 
Certificate of Appropriateness may be appealed by the applicant to the City Council. 
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PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL,  , 2017. 
 
 
SIGNED BY THE MAYOR , 2017. 
 
 

___________________________________ 
MAYOR  

 
ATTEST: 
 
 
__________________________ 
DEPUTY CITY CLERK 
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Request:  
Report and Presentation from Dr. Wiley Dobbs, Superintendent of the Twin Falls School District #411, on the 
upcoming supplemental levy election. 
 

Time Estimate:   
The Superintendent’s presentation will take approximately 15 minutes.  Following the presentation, additional time will be 
necessary for questions and discussion. 

Background: 
The Twin Falls School District has asked its patrons to consider a supplemental levy.  The election is 
slated for March 14, 2017.  
 
The TFSD is currently operating with a $9 million ($4.5 million per year) two-year supplemental levy 
approved by voters in 2015. The TFSD Board of Trustees voted unanimously at their December 12 
meeting to pursue an $8.5 million two-year supplemental levy to take the current levy’s place when it 
expires June 30, 2017. The school board came to this decision after hearing a recommendation from the 
district’s Budget Advisory Committee to maintain the current levy rate. 
  
The BAC, a committee made up of community members, parents, retirees, students, and some district 
staff, deliberated on its recommendation throughout November and December. After examining the 
current district finances and evaluating the needs of the district, the BAC voted unanimously at its 
meeting Thursday, December 1, to recommend the continuation of the current levy, which provides just 
under ten percent of the district’s overall budget. 
  
The state provides, what I like to call, the minimum funding for education,” said committee member 
Mike Gibson, a Twin Falls resident and retired business manager from the Jerome School District. “We 
don’t want our education in Twin Falls to be minimum. I think the community is proud of the programs 
we offer and will continue to support them.” 
  
The committee discussed the need for new curriculum materials, the nationwide teacher and local labor 
shortage, and maintaining the current level of operations as a few reasons to continue with the levy. 
They also discussed voter fatigue, compared TFSD levy rates with other districts in the state, and weighed 
the strain an increase in the levy would put on Twin Falls residents who are on fixed incomes. The Board 
of Trustees decided to lower the levy amount by $500,000 to show appreciation for the community’s 
continued support of education. 
  
“The TFSD would like to encourage patrons to vote in this important local election. School funding is a 
complex issue and district officials recognize that patrons may want more information about why the 
board chose to pursue a supplemental levy and what this money will be spent on. To help answer these 
questions, the district has posted information on their website and will be holding a public meeting.” 
- Information taken from the Twin Falls School District #411 website  

Approval Process: 
There is no approval associated with this request.   

 

Date:  Tuesday, February 21, 2017  
 
To: City Council 
 
From: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager 
 



 

Budget Impact: 
There is no City budget impact associated with the agenda item. 
 

Regulatory Impact: 
No Regulatory Impacts associated with this request. 

Conclusion 
Supporting a “Learning Community” is one of the eight primary areas of the City of Twin Falls Strategic Plan.  
Specifically, Goal LC1 states, “The City will support efforts of others in creating a well-educated and trained 
community.” 
 

Attachment: 
None 
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