
 

Twin Falls City Council 
Agenda 

 
Monday, September 14, 2020, 5:00 PM 

 
City Council Chambers 

203 Main Avenue East- Twin Falls, Idaho 

 
 
Members: Suzanne Hawkins, Craig Hawkins, Nikki Boyd, Shawn Barigar,  Gregory Lanting, 
Christopher Reid, Ruth Pierce 
 

1) CALL MEETING TO ORDER/CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM  
  

 

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
  

 

3) PROCLAMATIONS  
  

 

  
a) PRESENTATION:   

Constitution Week - Melinda Anderson, Daughters of the American Revolution 
  

 

4) CONSENT CALENDAR  
  

 

  a) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve the Accounts Payable for August 27 thru  
September 10, 2020. 

    By: Amy Luna, Finance Administrative Assistant 
 

  
 

  b) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve August 31, 2020, City Council Minutes. 

    By:  Amy Luna, Finance Administrative Assistant 
 

  
 

  c) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve the Wells Fargo Credit Commercial Card for July 2020. 

    By:  Amy Luna, Finance Administrative Assistant 
 

  
 

  
d) ACTION ITEM:  Request to accept the quitclaim of Tract A and Tract B for required park 

dedications in the Grandview Estates Subdivision. 

    By: Wendy Davis, Parks & Recreation Director 
  

 

5) ITEMS OF CONSIDERATION  
  

 

  a) PRESENTATION:  Presentation by Joshua W. Kern M.D., Vice President of Medical Affairs, St. 
Luke's Health System. 

    By: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager  
 

  
 

  b) ACTION ITEM:  Request to confirm the Mayor's appointment of four new members to the 
Impact Fee Advisory Committee. 

    By: Suzanne Hawkins, Mayor 
  

 



  c) ACTION ITEM:  Request to approve the purchase of a replacement motorcycle to replace one 
damaged last month. 

    By:  Matt Hicks, Police Captain 
  

 

  d) ACTION ITEM:  Request to accept the Blue Lakes Country Club (BLCC) Agreement. 

    By:  Travis Rothweiler, City Manager  
 

  
 

  e) ACTION ITEM:  Confirmation by the City Council to remain in Governor Little’s proposal to use 
CARES funding for property tax relief. 

    By:  Travis Rothweiler, City Manager  
 

  
 

6) GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT  
  

 

7) ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS  
  

 

8) PUBLIC HEARINGS: None  
  

 

9) ADJOURNMENT  
  

 

  

a) ACTION ITEM:  REQUEST TO ADJOURN TO EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
 
§ 74‐206(1)(f) To communicate with legal counsel for the public agency to discuss the legal 
ramifications of and legal options for pending litigation, or controversies not yet being 
litigated but imminently likely to be litigated. The mere presence of legal counsel at an 
executive session does not satisfy this requirement. 

  
 

 
Any person(s) needing special accommodations to participate in the above-noticed meeting could contact Leila Sanchez (208) 
735-7287 at least two working days before the meeting.  Si desea esta información en español, llame Leila Sanchez (208) 735-
7287. 



 

 
Public Input Procedures 

1. Individuals wishing to provide public input regarding matters relevant to the City of Twin Falls shall: 

• Wait to be recognized by the Mayor or Chairman 

• Approach the microphone/podium 

• State their name, and whether they are a resident or property owner in the City of Twin Falls, and proceed 
with their input. 

2. The Mayor or Chairman may limit input to no less than two (2) minutes. Individuals are not permitted to give their 
time to other speakers. 

Public Hearing Procedures for Zoning Requests 

1. Prior to opening the first Public Hearing of the session, the Mayor or Chairman shall review the public hearing 
procedures. 

2. Individuals wishing to testify or speak before the City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission shall wait to be 
recognized by the Mayor or Chairman, approach the microphone/podium, state their name, and then proceed with 
their comments.  Following their statements, they shall write their name and address on the record sheet(s) provided 
by the staff.  The staff shall make an audio recording of the Public Hearing. 

3. A City Staff Report shall summarize the application and history of the request. 
4. The Applicant, or the spokesperson for the Applicant, will make a presentation on the application/request (request).  

No changes to the request may be made by the applicant after the publication of the Notice of Public Hearing.  The 
presentation should include the following: 

• A complete explanation and description of the request. 

• Why the request is being made. 

• Location of the Property. 

• Impacts on the surrounding properties and efforts to mitigate those impacts. 
5. Applicant is limited to 15 minutes, unless a written request for additional time is received, at least 72 hours prior to 

the hearing, and granted by the Mayor or Chairman.  
6. The City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission may ask questions of staff or the applicant pertaining to the 

request. 
7. The general public will then be given the opportunity to provide their testimony regarding the request.  The Mayor or 

Chairman may limit public testimony to no less than two (2) minutes per person. 

• Individuals are not permitted to give their time to other speakers. 

• However, five (5) or more individuals that received written notice of the public hearing may appoint, by 
written petition, a spokesperson.  The written petition must be received at least 72 hours prior to the 
hearing and must be granted by the Mayor or Chairman.  The spokesperson shall be limited to 15 minutes. 

• Written comments, including e-mail, received by 12:00 p.m. on the date of the hearing shall be either read 
into the record or displayed to the public on the overhead projector. 

8. Following the Public Testimony, the applicant is permitted five (5) minutes to respond to Public Testimony. 
9. Following the Public Testimony and Applicant’s response, Council or Commission members, as recognized by the 

Mayor or Chairman, shall be allowed to question the Applicant, Staff or anyone who has testified.  Responses shall be 
limited to answering the questions asked.  The Mayor or Chairman may limit the time permitted for the answer. 

10. The Mayor or Chairman shall close the Public Hearing.  The City Council or Planning & Zoning Commission shall 
deliberate on the request.  Deliberations and decisions shall be based upon the information and testimony provided 
during the Public Hearing.  Once the Public Hearing is closed, additional testimony from the staff, applicant or public 
is not allowed.  Legal or procedural questions may be directed to the City Attorney. 

 
* Any person not conforming to the above rules may be prohibited from speaking.  Persons refusing to comply with such 

prohibitions may be asked to leave the hearing and, thereafter removed from the room by order of the Mayor or Chairman. 

 



 



Office of the Mayor
City of Twin Falls, Idaho

Proclamation
CONSTITUTION WEEK

WHEREAS, September 17, 2020, marks the two hundred and thirty-third anniversary of the drafting 
of the Constitution of the United States of America by the Constitutional Convention; and 

WHEREAS, It is fitting and proper to accord official recognition to this magnificent document and its 
memorable anniversary; and to the patriotic celebrations which will commemorate the occasion; and 

WHEREAS, The Daughters of the American Revolution is an organization with a deeply rich history 
while also being truly relevant in today’s world, honoring their heritage as well as making a 
difference in their communities across the country and the world – including celebration and 
commemoration of the drafting of the Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Public Law 915 guarantees the issuing of a proclamation each year by the President of the 
United States of America designating September 17 through 23 as Constitution Week, 

NOW, THEREFORE I, Suzanne Hawkins, by virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the City 
of Twin Falls, Idaho, do hereby proclaim the week of September 17 through 23 as 

CONSTITUTION WEEK

in the City of Twin Falls and urge all citizens to study the Constitution and reflect on the privilege of 
being an American with all the rights and responsibilities which that privilege involves.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my 
hand and caused this seal to be affixed.

__________________________________
Suzanne Hawkins
Mayor

__________________________________
Attest:  Leila A. Sanchez
Deputy City Clerk

__________________________________
Dated:  September 14, 2020



Twin Falls City Council 
Minutes

Monday, August 31, 2020, 5:00 PM 

City Council Chambers
203 Main Avenue East- Twin Falls, Idaho

1) CALL MEETING TO ORDER/CONFIRMATION OF QUORUM
Present: Mayor Suzanne Hawkins, Vice Mayor Ruth Pierce, Council Member Shawn Barigar (by 

Phone), Craig Hawkins, Greg Lanting, Christopher Reid & Nikki Boyd.
Absent:
Staff Present: City Manager Travis Rothweiler, Deputy City Manager Mitch Humble, City 

Attorney Shayne Nope, Captain Matt Hicks, Sergeant Ryan Howe, P&Z Director 
Jonathan Spendlove, Public Works Director Jon Caton, City Engineer Mark 
Holtzen, Network Administrator Mike Plane, Finance Administrative Assistant 
Amy Luna.

Mayor Hawkins called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. A quorum was present.

2) PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Mayor Hawkins invited all present, who wished, to recite the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

3) PROCLAMATIONS: None

4) CONSENT CALENDAR
Mayor Hawkins asked Public Works Director Caton to introduce the new Streets Superintendent 
Mark Thomson

Council Member Reid: Asked for the date of the Free Our Children March. To be held on September 
13, 2020, at 1:00 p.m.

MOTION: Council Member Reid moved to approve the Consent Calendar as presented. Vice Mayor 
Pierce seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion. 
7 to 0

a) Request to approve the August 24, 2020, City Council Minutes.
b) Request to approve the Accounts Payable for August 20-26, 2020.
c) Request to approve Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law for the Final Plat for Broadmoor 

Subdivision No. 2. (PZ20-0068)
d) Request to hold the 8th Annual Haunted Swamp.
e) Request to approve the “Free Our Children” March.

f) Request to approve the 9th Annual Magic Valley Beer Festival.

5) ITEMS OF CONSIDERATION

a) Presentation by Joshua W. Kern M.D., Vice President of Medical Affairs, St. Luke's Health System.

Mayor Hawkins introduced Dr. Kern, Vice President of Medical Affairs, St. Luke's Health System.

Discussion ensued on the following:
Council Member Reid: Asked about Halloween.
Council Member Lanting: Talked about wearing masks in Oregon.

Mayor Hawkins thanked Dr. Kern for his presentation.



b) Request to adopt Ordinance #O-2020-012 for the Cedarpark ZDA Agreement. (PZ20-0062) 

P&Z Director Spendlove requested to adopt Ordinance #O-2020-012 for the Cedarpark 
ZDA Agreement. (PZ20-0062)

Discussion ensued on the following: None

MOTION: Council Member Lanting made a motion to suspend the rules and place Ordinance 
#2020-012 on third and final reading by title only under suspension of the rules. Vice Mayor Pierce 
seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the motion. 
Approved 7 to 0

Mayor Hawkins read Ordinance #2020-012 by title only.

MOTION: Vice Mayor Pierce moved to approve Ordinance #O-2020-012 as presented. Council 
Member Reid seconded the motion. Roll call vote showed all members present voted in favor of the 
motion. 7 to 0.

c) Confirmation by the City Council to remain in Governor Little’s proposal to use CARES funding 
for property tax relief.

City Manager Rothweiler requested confirmation by the City Council to remain in Governor Little's 
proposal to use CARES funding for property tax relief.

Discussion ensued on the following:
Council Member Reid:What are some of the concerns that are being heard from other cities?
Vice Mayor Pierce: Asked if the other Cities opting out affect how much we receive. Would URA be 
responsible to payback the portion that they receive?
Mayor Hawkins: Asked for clarification on the payback should it happen.
Council Member Lanting: Would there be the ability for a special assessment should we have to 
pay this money back?
Council Member Barigar: Spoke in favor of staying opted in and making the decision at another 
time.
Council Member Hawkins: Spoke about the Governor having ownership for this program. Is the state 
sharing any of the same concerns that the City is having?
Council Member Lanting: Should we have a special meeting, could we get additional 
information on the 3% in the future? Are there any other states doing something like this? 
Could the legislature put a wrench in this process that would hurt us?
Council Member Reid: Regarding the clawback, who gets to dictate this?
Vice Mayor Pierce: Asked about the letter written by Twin Falls County. Are there any local entities 
that have opted out?
Council Member Lanting: Spoke in favor of having a special meeting and would like to take the 3% 
administrative fee.
Council Member Read: Spoke in favor of having a special meeting and would like to take the 3% 
administrative fee.
Council Member Barigar: Spoke in favor of taking the 3%.
Council Member Boyd: What will it cost us as far as the administrative fee is concerned?
Vice Mayor Pierce: Spoke in favor of taking the 3%.
Council Member Hawkins: Spoke in favor of taking the 3%.

This item will be tabled and revisited on September 9, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. during a special 
meeting.

6) GENERAL PUBLIC INPUT: To provide public input to the City Council please email: 
Citizeninput@tfid.org.

mailto:Citizeninput@tfid.org


7) ADVISORY BOARD REPORT/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Council Member Lanting spoke about Nikki Miller's retirement from the Parks & Recreation 
Department.

Mayor Hawkins spoke about the Youth Council meeting and their request to meet twice a month and 
will be making this request to the council soon.

8) PUBLIC HEARINGS: None

9) ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 06:15 PM

                                                                                                    
Amy Luna, Finance Administrative Assistant 



Date: Monday, September 14, 2020
 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From: Wendy Davis, Parks and Recreation Director
 

 

ACTION ITEM
 

Request:
Request to accept the quitclaim of Tract A and Tract B for required park dedications in the Grandview 
Estates Subdivision.

 

Time Estimate:
Since this item is on the consent agenda, there is no planned presentation.  However, staff will be 
available for questions if the Council has any.

 

Background:
The final plat for the Grandview Estates subdivision was recorded in 2013.  That plat includes a park on 
Tract A of Block 1, and a mini park on Tract B of Block 2 that were approved to be dedicated to the City 
upon development. Tract A is located on the Southeast corner of Grandview Dr North and Federation 
Road, and Tract B is located on the Southwest corner of Federation Road and Columbia Drive. The 
developers have completed the development of the tracts and the Parks & Recreation Department has 
accepted the improvements.  The developers have prepared the attached quitclaim deeds so that the 
parks can now be dedicated to the City as approved with the final plat.

 

Approval Process:
A simple majority vote of the Council is needed to approve the request.

 

Budget Impact:
Approval of this request will transfer ownership of the park properties to the City. At that point, the City 
will be responsible for the perpetual maintenance of the parks. Maintenance will be performed by the 
Parks & Recreation Department and will be paid for from the Department's annual maintenance and 
operations budget.

 

Regulatory Impact:
Approval of this request will allow the deeds for the parks to be recorded, transferring ownership of the 
park property to the City.

 

History:
N/A

 

Analysis:
N/A

 

Conclusion:
Staff recommends that the Council accept the dedication of the park property as described.

 

Attachments:
1. Grandview Tract B quitclaim



2. Grandview Tracts A and B
3. Grandview Tract A quitclaim
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Date: Monday, September 14, 2020
 

To: Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 

From: Mitch Humble, Deputy City Manager 
 

 

ACTION ITEM
 

Request:
Request to confirm the Mayor's appointment of four new members to the Impact Fee Advisory 
Committee.

 

Time Estimate:
Less than five minutes.

 

Background:
The Impact Fee Advisory Committee has had two vacant positions for over a year. Also, this year there 
are three Committee members whose terms have expired. The first is Colby Ricks. Colby has now 
concluded his first full term. He is eligible, and would like to serve a second term. The other two 
Committee members who have expiring terms this year are Gerald Martens and Susan Petruzzelli. Both 
Gerald and Susan served on the Committee for two full terms. They were both great members of the 
Committee and they will be missed. With their terms expiring, we now have one reappointment and four 
vacancies on the Committee.

This Committee has traditionally been a difficult one to find volunteers for. It meets fairly infrequently 
and the subject matter is pretty specific and not exactly common knowledge for the general public. Staff 
had posted vacancies for this Committee multiple times without receiving any applications. This time, 
Council liaison Craig Hawkins, Mitch Humble, and Jonathan Spendlove formed a panel to make 
appointment recommendations to the Mayor.  This panel met to discuss names of people to ask to apply 
and then reached out to them directly. After some discussion, and one or two people declining the 
opportunity, the panel recommended that the Mayor appoint Tom Frank, Kevin Grey, Tato Munoz, and 
Josh Wallin to the Impact Fee Advisory Committee. In addition, the panel recommended the 
reappointment of Colby Ricks to a second term on the Committee. The Mayor agreed with the panel's 
recommendations and is requesting that the Council confirm these appointments and reappointment.

Two of the four appointments will be for full, three-year terms on the Committee. However, two of the 
appointments will be a partial, two-year appointment. Using the highly scientific alphabetical order 
method, Tom Frank and Kevin Grey are being recommended for the two-year partial appointments, 
while Tato Munoz and Josh Wallin are being recommended for the three-year full term appointments.

This Committee has nine members.  City Code requires that at least four of the members be actively 
employed in a building or property development related industry. Including these four appointments and 
the reappointment, the nine member Committee will have five members employed in related industries, 
with four builders and one architect.

The Mayor recommends that the Council confirm her appointment of Tom Frank and Kevin Grey to two-
year terms, Tato Munoz and Josh Wallin to three-year terms, and her reappointment of Colby Ricks to a 
second three-year term on the Impact Fee Advisory Committee.

 



Approval Process:
A simple majority vote of the Council is necessary to approve this request.

 

Budget Impact:
There is no significant budget impact associated with this request.

 

Regulatory Impact:
Approval of this request will fill all the vacant positions on the Impact Fee Advisory Committee.

 

History:
N/A

 

Analysis:
N/A

 

Conclusion:
The Mayor recommends that the Council confirm her appointment of Tom Frank and Kevin Grey to two-
year terms, Tato Munoz and Josh Wallin to three-year terms, and her reappointment of Colby Ricks to a 
second three-year term on the Impact Fee Advisory Committee.

 

Attachments:
None



Date: 

To: 

From: 

Request: 

Monday, September 14, 2020 

Honorable Mayor and City Council 

ACTION ITEM 

Request to approve the purchase of a replacement motorcycle to replace one damaged last month. 

Time Estimate: 

10 minutes 

Background: 

The Police Department currently owns five Honda Police Motorcycles that our Traffic Team deploys for 

traffic enforcement work. These motorcycles have proven invaluable over the past 30 years in our 

mission to provide a traffic enforcement presence on the community's main arterials and highways. Last 

month, one of these motorcycle was severely damaged in a traffic collision. While, thankfully, our officer 

wasn't seriously injured, the motorcycle was damaged beyond repair. 

We have an opportunity to purchase a new Harley Davidson motorcycle through a local dealer to replace 

the one that was damaged. Snake Harley Davidson has quoted us a purchase price for a new Road King 

Police motorcycle of $12,872.00. An additional $4,199.00 will be needed to purchase and outfit the 

motorcycle with police equipment such as a radio, siren, emergency lights and control box. Finally, the 

radar unit will also need to be replaced in the amount of $2629.00. The total amount requested to 

approve the purchase and outfitting of this motorcycle would be $19,700.00. 

Approval Process: 

None 

Budget Impact: 

None. We are requesting a budget amendment to reallocate the remaining capital funds approved in this 

budget year for the purchase of the evidence van and hybrid patrol cars to cover the total costs of this 

request. 

Regulatory Impact: 

None 

History: 

Analysis: 

Conclusion: 

Approval of the request described above. 

Attachments: 

None 

Matt Hicks, Police Captain



Request
ACTION:  Blue Lakes Country Club (BLCC) Agreement 

Time Estimate
The estimated amount of time this item will take is 15 minutes

Background
For more nearly four decades, the City of Twin Falls and the Blue Lakes Country Club (BLCC) have 
operated under a series of agreements regarding Blue Lakes Grade Road maintenance, water rights, 
maintenance of lake levels in the Blue Lakes, and right to access the City’s drinking water wells and 
transmission pipeline infrastructure.  

In total, each party’s obligations are described in three separate agreements.  Those specific agreements 
are attached to this request.  

The initial Agreement was entered in 1983.  This Agreement primarily described the obligations for each 
property owner to maintain the Blue Lakes Grade Road.  Under this Agreement, the BLCC, City and other 
property owners were obligated to pay for 50%, 6% and 44%, respectively, of the roadway maintenance 
costs.

In 1992, the City needed to change its point of diversion for collecting and delivering drinking water 
from its Blue Lakes water source to comply with Federal regulations under the Surface Water Treatment 
Rule. As a result, the City and BLCC negotiated and modified the 1983 Agreement, which resulted in the 
1992 Agreement.  As part of the 1992 Agreement, new and additional easements were granted from 
BLCC to the City for the new water system infrastructure (i.e., wells, structures, pipelines, etc.).  In this 
Agreement, the parties also modified the cost obligations for Blue Lakes Grade Road maintenance. The 
BLCC and City were obligated to pay 25% and 31%, respectively, of the road maintenance costs.  In 
addition, the City negotiated additional terms regarding maintenance of lake levels for Blue Lakes.

In 2012, property ownership changed and an Agreement specifically dealing with the Blue Lakes Grade 
road maintenance responsibilities was created.  When this Agreement was prepared, the road 
maintenance percentages for BLCC and City were  incorrectly written in and reflected those that were in 
the 1983 Agreement rather than those in the 1992 Agreement.  

The City has spent considerable time, energy and money over the past 37 years fulfilling our obligations 
under these three agreements.  The BLCC acknowledges the City’s efforts in working diligently to fulfill 
its obligations as set forth in Agreements and has worked cooperatively with the City to prepare a new 
Agreement to supersede all the previous Agreements.   

There are three parts to the proposed new Agreement: Blue Lakes Grade roadway maintenance, Blue 
Lakes lake levels, and the roadside stream.

Date: Monday, September 14, 2020

To: Mayor and City Council

From: Travis Rothweiler, City Manager



1. Blue Lakes Grade Roadway Maintenance. The roadway maintenance cost sharing percentages 
will be 31% for the City and 25% for the BLCC.  The other percentages remain unchanged.  Both 
parties agree to treat the percentages as though such amounts were in place when the roadway 
was chip sealed in 2016.  As a result, the City agrees to reimburse BLCC for a portion of the  
City’s share that was not previously paid, which amounts to $13,985.96.

2. Blue Lakes Water Level. Since the 1992 Agreement was executed, the City has completed 
several projects to comply with the obligations to maintain the Upper and Lower Blue Lakes 
water levels, including the installing an overflow weir with membrane liner on the Lower Lake to 
restrict and measure the outflow, installation of additional membrane lining in areas of the 
Lower Lake where water was leaking through cracks and fissures, installation of a water level 
gauge on the Lower Lake, installation of a measuring weir between the Upper lake and Lower 
Lake and numerous dye tests and other studies for understanding the water loss from the lakes. 
BLCC accepts these improvements and agrees the City’s efforts and work on the lakes fulfill its 
obligations under all previous Agreements.

3. Roadside Stream. In conjunction with the lake level maintenance projects, the City has worked 
with BLCC to ensure that there is enough water for aesthetic purposes (6 cfs) in the roadside 
stream along the Blue Lakes Grade road below the Lower Lake. Improvements will be made to 
the roadside stream by the City, as described in this Agreement. 

Approval
The approval process is 50% +1 of the members of the City Council that are present.  

Budget Impact:

By accepting this new Agreement, the City agrees to construct improvements to the roadside stream 
(approximately $350,000) and reimburse the BLCC for past road work on the Blue Lakes Grade 
($13,985.96).  Both expenses have been funded in the FY 2021 City of Twin Falls budget .  The City 
Manager believes this agreement will save the City significant time and resources in the future, greater 
than the initial cost to the City.

Regulatory Impact:
None

Attachments
The proposed Agreement between the City of Twin Falls and the Blue Lakes Country Club.

Citizen Input can be made after the presentation in person or by calling: 1-208-939-6718, Conference 
ID: 302 992 202#.  In addition, by email to Citizeninput@tfid.org.





































































































































Request
ACTION: Confirmation by the City Council to remain in Governor Little’s proposal to use CARES funding 
for property tax relief.  

Time Estimate
The estimated amount of time this item will take is 20 minutes plus time to answer questions.

Background
Statutorily under Idaho Code, cities and counties are permitted to collect 3% more property tax revenue 
than the previous fiscal year, plus the value of new construction and annexation, and recover any 
portion of the City’s forgone balance.  

In May 2020, the City Council and the City Manager made the decision not to assess the statutorily 
allowed three percent (3%) property tax increase as provided for in Idaho Code §63-802.  More than a 
month later, the Governor created a tax relief program that diverts $200 million in Federal CARES 
funding directly to Idaho property taxpayers if cities and counties elect to not take the three percent 
(3%) property tax increase.  For those that elect to participate, the CARES funding will be 
proportionately divided among those Idaho cities and counties using a formula based on the actual cost 
of public safety personnel salaries (police, fire, animal control, dispatch, etc.).   

On July 13, 2020, the City Council authorized the City Manager to provide written notice of the City’s 
intent to opt into Governor Little’s CARES property tax relief program.

Since it was first introduced, several questions surrounding the legality and conformity of the Governor’s 
proposal to the U.S. Treasury’s guidance surfaced.  Several County Prosecutors questioned if the 
proposal is allowable under the CARES Act regulations. 

On August 6, 2020, Governor Little issued Executive Order No. 2020-15.  In the Order, he stated in the 
recitals that he “…met with senior U.S. Treasury and White House staff in Washington, D.C., to discuss 
the proposed (Public Safety) initiative and received positive reinforcement that the proposed plan aligns 
with U.S. Treasury guidance…” on July 16, 2020.  

The City Manager does not believe there will be any additional information that will be provided before 
the deadline the City is required to submit the L-2, the property tax request form, to the Twin Falls 
County Officials.

On August 24, 2020, the City Council adopted the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year Budget for the City of Twin Falls.  
The adopted budget did not include the statutorily allowed three percent (3%) property tax increase or 
use of the forgone balance.  As a result of this action, the City remains eligible to participate in the 
Governor’s property tax relief program.  

Date:

To:

From:

Monday, September 14, 2020 

Mayor and City Council 

Travis Rothweiler, City Manager



The exact amount of tax credit received will not be known until October 2020 when all cities and county 
budgets are certified, and all public safety salaries are calculated.  Based on the initial guidance supplied 
by the Governor’s office, we are estimating that our citizens will receive a collective total of 
$5,978,324.46, which will be split proportionately between the City’s property owners and the 
properties contained in the Twin Falls Urban Renewal Agency’s tax increment finance areas.  The City 
residents will share $4,779,423.73, while the Agency will proportionately split $1,019,551.  This assumes 
the City will retain the 3% administrative fee, which equates to $179,349.73.  

As a result, the functional tax rate to be approximately $5.45/$1,000.  The anticipated City property tax 
savings on a median-valued, owner occupied house will be $124.13 annually compared to the taxes paid 
by our residents in 2020.  If the City elects not to retain the administrative fee, the property tax savings 
will increase by $6.00 annually and the functional tax rate would be $5.39/$1,000 of total taxable value. 

The credit is for only one fiscal year.  

The City Council will need to determine if it would like to retain this amount.  As requested by the City 
Council, the City Manager will provide a list of possible uses of the funding should it be retained.

Approval
To Be Eligible to Participate: The City of Twin Falls has completed the preliminary steps to be 
eligible to participate in the program.  We provided our written notice of intent to the Governor, 
supplied the requested salary information, and did not include the three percent (3%) property tax 
increase or the forgone balance in the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year Budget.  The last step that we will need to 
be completed is the submission of the L-2 Form to the County.  The L-2 Form is the final step the City 
needs to take.  

Action by the City Council: The approval process is 50% +1 of the members of the City Council that are 
present.  By adopting the ordinance, the City Council will create the 2020-2021 Budget for the City of 
Twin Falls, Idaho.  

Budget Impact:

If the City Council elects to remain in the program, the City’s overall revenue would be increased by 
$179,349.73 if it elects to retain the 3% administrative fee.  If not, there would not be any financial 
impact to the City.  

As stated above, there is a financial consequence of participating in the program for our residents.

There are no current budgetary or financial impacts to the City if it elects to opt out of Governor Little’s 
CARES property tax proposal.  

Regulatory Impact:
 Idaho Code Section 50-811 states the City Manager shall “...keep the council fully advised of the 

financial condition of the city and its future needs...” and “…prepare and submit to the council a 
tentative budget for the next fiscal year.”  

 Idaho Code §50-235 empowers each city council of each city to levy taxes for general revenue 
purposes

 Idaho Code §63-802 sets limitations on all taxing district budget requests on the amount of property 
tax revenues that can be used to fund programs and services.  This section also states that taxing 
entities can only increase property tax collections by a maximum of three percent (3%) annually, 



plus value of new construction and annexation added during the previous calendar year, and 
forgone taxes that have been accumulated and reserved in prior fiscal years

 Governor Little’s Order creating the CARES Property Tax Relief Program

Attachments
1. Governor’s Program Description: Leveraging the CRF to Cover Qualified Payroll Costs if Local 

Governments Pass Savings on in Form of Property Tax Relief

2. Written notice provided by the City of Twin Falls to Governor Little to opt into the program.

3. Governor Little’s Executive Order No. 2020-15
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